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December 2018 Schedule of Events 

Sun., Dec. 2 – Sunday Service/Dharma Youth Program, 10:00 am  
 

Sun. Dec. 2 – Public Lecture – Buddhist Art & Icons, 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 
 

Tues., Dec. 4 – Board Meeting, 7:30 pm 
 

Thurs., Dec. 6 – ABA Meeting, 10:00 am 
 

Sun., Dec. 9 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL – Mochi Tsuki  (all volunteers welcomed) 
 

Sun., Dec. 16 - Sunday Service/Omigaki @ 2:00 pm 
 

Sun., Dec. 23 and Dec. 30 – NO SUNDAY SERVICE  
 

Mon., Dec. 31 – New Year’s Eve/Joya-e Service, 6:00 pm 
 

Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 
Temple Office Hours are 9:30am to 12:00 noon (Tues, Wed, Thurs) 

Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org 
 

TEMPLE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FROM 12/21/18 to 1/02/19 

Volume XXXXIV Number 12 December 2018 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit Number 231 

     Watsonville, CA 



 2 

Ichimi 
Watsonville Buddhist Temple 

Inside this issue 

December Shotsuki Hoyo….….3 

Donations……………………...  5 - 7 

Joya-e Service ......................... 7 

Public Lectures …………………..10 

Mochi Tsuki ……………………11-12 

Special points of interest 

 Sunday, December 2, 10:00 
am Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly 
Memorial ) Service 

 Sunday, December 2, 10:00 
am Dharma Youth Program 

 

 Sunday, December 16, 2:00 
pm  Sunday Service & Omigaki 

 

 Monday, December 31,  
      6:00 pm   New Year’s Eve/ 
      Joya-e Service 

Joya-e 

For our family an important tradition at the year end is cleaning 

the home, in order to start the New Year with a sense of freshness.  

Toshi-koshi soba or year-bridging buckwheat noodle soup is eaten 

on New Year's Eve because the buckwheat noodles cleanse the 

palate for the feasting to come.  It is also believed that the clean-

ing takes place on a deeper level within the inner self.  Whether 

true or not, the act of eating the soba on New Year’s Eve can raise 

our consciousness of the self and what needs to be done to cleanse 

the self.  

 
Japanese tradition gives numerous reasons for eating the tasty 

buckwheat noodles, among them; the length of the noodle assures 

a long life; the noodle is easily cut signifying the cutting off of 

past misfortunes; the buckwheat noodle cleanses your body allow-

ing for a fresh start in the coming year.  

 

At our Joya-e or “last evening gathering”, temple members and 

guests are invited to attend the service followed by the serving of 

toshi koshi soba.  Please take a respite from your busy year end 

activities to sit quietly at the service and express gratitude for the 

past year and allow our family to thank you for your support and 

kindness in 2018. 

 

Gassho, 

Rev. & Mrs. Shinseki and family 

 

Continued on page 4 
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Aramaki, Yoshiro Roy 

Arao, Betty Yaeko 

Enomoto, Kiku 

Eto, Wataru 

Etow, Hajime 

Etow, Shigeru 

Fukuba, Norman 

Hamada, Takino 

Hamada, Tomiye 

Hamamoto, Kimi 

Hane, Machie 

Hara, Yoneko 

Hirahara, Teyo 

Ito, Uta 

Kadotani, Mitsuko 

Kaita, Kanezo 

Kamimoto, Kay 

Kawasaki, Jihei 

Kimura, John Mitoshi 

Maemura, Yoshinobu 

Matoba, Tatsue 

Matsumoto, George 

Matsumoto, Michie 

Mine, Kikue 

Misumi, Mary 

Misumi, Shizue 

Morimoto, Haya 

Morimune, Soichi 

Murakami, Kumajiro 

Murakami, Shoichi 

Nakamura, Meiji 

Nishita, Shuichi 

Nitta, Kumezo 

Oda, Toku 

Oda, Tokuzo 

Saiki, Hajime 

Saiki, Roy 

Sakai, Chiyono 

Sakai, Kiyoto 

Sakata, Ichiji 

Sakaue, Somo 

Shinta, Kunito 

Shirachi, William 

Sudou, Sakaye 

Tada, Ben 

Takemoto, Toshiye 

Tawamoto, Tsunesuke 

Terasaki, Sam Yoshinobu 

Teshima, Iwao 

Teshima, Phyllis Masaye 

Torigoe, Bunkichi 

Toriumi, Jim Shigeru 

Tsuda, Tomio 

Tsuji, Saizo 

Ura, John Susumu 

Uyeda, Jitsuto 

Wada, Hatsu 

Wada, Shozo 

Yamakoshi, Frank 

Yamamoto, Tadashi 

Yonemura, Edward 

Yoneyama, Lee Ritsuo 

Yoshida, Yaemon 

Yoshii, Kumakichi 

Yamamoto, Lewis Kazuo 

Yamashita, Akira 

Yamashita, Haru 

Yamashita, Masano 

Yamashita, Tomiko 

DECEMBER SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL 

Sunday, December 2, 10:00 am 

 
On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, we wish to extend our 

deepest condolences to the family of Sally Mitani and Jeri Kaita. 

ABA NEWS 

ABA is still collecting $5.00 dues for 2018. 

Hatsumairi service was held on Sun., Oct. 7.  

Rev. Shinseki will be holding two public lectures:  Nov. 18 “Life of the Buddha” and Dec.2 

“Buddhist Art & Icons”.  Both lectures are from 1:00pm to 2:30pm. 

ABA will doing weighing and packing of mochi on Sun., Dec. 9. 

Please turn in your ABA cabinet election ballots by end of December to the Temple office. 

New Year’s Potluck will be held on Sun., Jan. 6.  ABA will set up the food buffet tables. 

ABA Memorial Service will be held on Sun., Jan. 20, 2019 at 10am.  Rev. Hiroshi Abiko will 

be the guest speaker. 
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Bodhi Day 2018 

December 8, 2018 will mark the 2546th year since the Buddha’s enlightenment.  It is an 

amazing moment in the history of humankind, one that is still celebrated and still touches 

our lives so many years later.  In order to fully appreciate the impact that Bodhi Day has on 

our lives we must look at the life of Siddartha Gautama and what motivated him to dedicate 

his life for the salvation of all human beings. 
 

Legend tells us that at age 29, after having married and fathered a child, he left the palace 

that he grew up in and sought the answer to human sufferings.  He made this momentous 

decision because of a life altering experience.  Siddartha encountered four people in different 

stages in their life.  An old man hunched over aching in pain and struggling to walk.  He en-

countered a sick man who was wrenching with fever and moaning in pain . On another day 

he witnessed a funeral procession carrying a dead and decaying body while mourners wailed 

and cried alongside.  Old age, sickness and death, are what motivated Siddartha to leave his 

family and home in search for a release from the suffering of old age, sickness and death.   
 

Siddartha would later use the term Dukkha to describe the unsettling ever changing world 

that we live in. In that world we suffer when changes occur. We feel disturbed when things 

don’t go the way we want them to. We are distressed when sickness and death affects our 

loved ones.  We are concerned when we see sickness and death around the world.  Old age, 

sickness and death are the primary types of this Dukkha.   
 

Maybe it’s my age, but I look around me and try to look within me and I see old age, I see 

sickness and death all around me.  More likely they have always been around me and my 

sensitivity to them was….well insensitive.  Suddenly everyone around me seems younger, 

friends and family are experiencing life threatening illnesses and sickness and friends are 

dying.  All this seems quite depressing until I once again look to the Dharma.  The Buddha 

dedicated his life for me.  He is concerned about me and my lack of insight, my inattentive-

ness, my absence of sensitivity to old age, sickness and death. 
 

The thought alone about my impending old age….well to some I am already there, sickness 

and death should compel me to delve deeper into the Dharma and the Buddha answers to the 

sufferings that burden my life.  However my laziness and my ability to fool myself draw me 

away to more mundane concerns.   Thank goodness for the Buddha and his vows which are 

directed to someone like me.  Surrounded by old age, sickness and death I am embraced de-

spite the fact that I ignore the messages and signals.  Thank goodness for Shinran who makes 

the Buddha’s message clear and reminds us constantly of the ineffable, inconceivable limit-

less wisdom and compassion of the Buddha.   
 

  “When beings hear my Name and think of me, I will come 

  and welcome each of them.  Not discriminating at all between 

  the poor and the rich and wellborn.  Not discriminating between 

  the inferior and the highly gifted; not choosing the learned and 

   those who uphold pure precepts, nor rejecting those who break 

  precepts and whose evil karma is profound.  Solely making beings 

  turn about and abundantly say the Name, I can make bits of rubble 

  change into gold.” 
 

Namoamidabutsu  
 

Rev. Shinseki 
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Donations (continued) 

Buddhist Women’s Association (BWA) gratefully acknowledges the following dona-

tions for: 
 

BWA Memorial Service    BWA Eshinniko Service 

Akiyama, Jean      Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen 

Akiyama, Kiiko     Kodama, Hisako 

Fujii, Nobue      Nitao, Itaru & Aiko 

Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia    Suruki, Ryoko 

Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen 

Kodama, Hisako 

Matsunami, Sadao & Sumiko 

Misumi, Carolyn 

Nakatani, Kumiko 

Nishihara, Eiko 

Nitao, Itaru & Aiko 

Suruki, Ryoko 

Tao, Janice 

Tao, Mitsuyo 

Tao, Shizuko 

Umeda, Yoko 

Uyematsu, Richard & Susan 

Yamashita, Toshiko 

Yoshida, Mae 

 

 Watsonville Buddhist Temple gratefully appreciates your generous support: 
 

Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen – Movie Night 

Matano, Sus & Mich – In memory of Yoshino Matano 

Matsumura, Donald – In memory of Ishimaru Family 

Misaki, Gordon – In memory of Ben Umeda 

Misumi, Carolyn – In memory of Ellen Misumi 

Ragsac, Noriko—In Appreciation 

Tada, Mary – In memory of Lillian Etow 

Tao, Mitsuyo – In memory of Tommy Hirahara 

 

In memory of Kiyomi Kaita, 7-year service 

Abad, Elaine & Gino 

Ikegami, Susan & Dennis 

Kaita, Bruce & Jeri 

Kaita, Emi 

Lum, Louise & Lyman 

Shingai, Barbara & Bob 

Tokubo, Judy, Shig & Family 
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In the Jodoshinshu (True Pure Land) tradition of Buddhism the memorial service is an im-

portant observance where we are reminded of the continuing influence of our deceased ances-

tors.  It is important for us to understand that the memorial is for the benefit of the living and 

not for the deceased. The timing of the memorial service is not as important as having a me-

morial service. In some families’ memorials are held every year on the death date.  Below is 

the memorial schedule for 2019. 

Year of Death 2018  1 Year Memorial 

Year of Death 2017  3rd Year Memorial 

Year of Death 2013  7th Year Memorial 

Year of Death 2007  13th Year Memorial 

Year of Death 2003  17th Year Memorial 

Year of Death  1995  25th Year Memorial 

Year of Death 1987  33rd Year Memorial 

Year of Death 1970  50th Year Memorial 

Year of Death  1920  100th Year Memorial 

Donations (Continued) 

In memory of Sally Mitani 

Mitani Family 

Akiyama, Jean 

Akiyoshi, Asayo 

Takamune, Rosie  

Umeda, Yoko 

Uyematsu, Alan & Gayle 

Yagi, Chiyoko 

Yamashita, Jackie 

Yamashita, Toshiko 
 

In memory of Helen Nitta 

Mito, Ron & Millicent 

Nitta, Daniel 

Tomita, Stanley 

Tsuda, Jack  
 

In memory of George Tanimasa 

Kiyoko Nancy Iwami Family 

Tada, Mary 
 

In memory of Miye Yamashita 

Family of Miye Yamashita 

Oba, Richard & Kyoko 

Yamashita, Toshiko 

 

 

Hatsumairi Service 

Hirahara, Heidi  

Hirahara, Kaoru & Terry 

Kondo, Gerry & Vicki 

Louie, Bill & Nora 

Tanimasa, Amanda & Suggs, Evan 

Tanimasa, Fumi 

Tanimasa, Lloyd & Nancy 

Watanabe, Mieko & Howard 

Yano, Etsuko 

Yano, Stanley & Shirlene 

Yoshida, Perry & Kim 

 

Bodhi Day Service 

Hamada, Dennis 

Morimune, Betty 

Nakamura, Ruby 

Nitao, Itaru & Aiko 

Sakamoto, Sam 

Ura, Esther 

Yagi, Chiyoko 
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BWA Memorial 
Akiyama, Kiiko 

Akiyama, Nobuko 

Nishihara, Yoshiko 

Okamoto, Itsuko 

Shingai, Barbara 

Tamaki, Nancy 

Tanimoto, Ken 

Yamamoto, Ruth 

Yamamoto, Tee 
 

Eitaikyo Donation 
Mayekawa, Betty Jane 

Takamune, Rosie 
 

SHOTSUKI HOYO DONATIONS 
Akiyoshi, Asayo 

Cornelius, June 

Haneta, Tadayoshi 

Haneta, Tracey 

Hara, Fumiko 

Hirahara, Heidi 

Hirahara, Kaoru & Terry 

Kajihara, Kevin & Kimberly 

Kozuki, Ryoko 

Matsunami, Sadao 

Misumi, Alice 

Misumi, Carolyn 

Mitani, Mark 

Morimune, Betty 

Nishihara, Eiko 

Nishihara, Yoshiko 

Nitao, Itaru 

Sakae, Grant & Wayne 

Shingai, Barbara & Bob 

Tada, Mary 

Takamune, Rosie 

Taniguchi Family 

Tanimoto, Ken & Alice 

Tao, Janice 

Tao, Mitsuyo 

Tokubo Judy 

Tsuji, Hatsuko 

Ura, Esther 

Wada, Ted 

Watanabe, Mieko & Howard 

Wobber Family 

Wurtenberg, Gail & Bill 

Yamamoto, Tee 

Miye Yamashita Family 

Yamashita, Iwao 

Yamashita, Toshiko 

Yokomizu, Clifford & Donna 

Donations  

Joya-e Service 

We will observe the New Year with the ringing of the temple bell 108 times on December 

31st at 6:00 pm. which is called joya-e no kane or the bell of the last night.  It is the symbolic 

ringing away of the 108 passions which afflict us and bind us to the world of delusion.   We 

ring the bell to be reminded of who we truly are.  Not what we want to be…….or don’t want 

to be………but who we truly are.   

New Year’s is a time to reacquaint ourselves with the most important people and things  in 

our lives.  New year’s is a time to awaken to the very meaning and significance of this life.  

You do not need to make resolutions, it is a time to simply meet the most important person in 

the world….and that is you.  Therefore the floral arrangement helps us realize how fortunate 

we are, the mochi reminds us to look honestly and sincerely at ourselves.  And the ringing to 

the bell is to remind us that we are not perfect…..none of us are. 

And yet, the Buddha reminds us that the struggle between what is good and bad about me is 

awakening itself, it is growth itself.  Each of us holds the power to change our lives good or 

bad, through our thoughts, words and actions we can influence 2019 and beyond. 

Happy New Year everyone. 

Gassho, 

Rev. Shinseki 
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Got Shoes? 
CHANGE OF DEADLINE:  DROP OFF USEABLE SHOES (tied/laced together or 

rubber-banded) TO THE TEMPLE OFFICE EXTENDED THROUGH NOV. 30, 

2019.   San Jose Betsuin has extended the participation in this program as the collection 

of shoes got off to a slower start than anticipated.   

Watsonville Buddhist Temple is participating in a shoe collection fundraiser with San Jose 

Betsuin.  Through Funds2Orgs organization, gently used shoes will be reused in develop-

ing countries abroad.  It is our understanding that the goal of this overall effort is to col-

lect more than 7,000 pairs of shoes.  San Jose Betsuin will be the coordinator of this pro-

ject and they will store the shoes at their facility.    Funds2Orgs will pay $0.40 per pound 

for all pairs of gently worn used and new shoes.  

Watsonville got a jump start on this project, as we saved some useable shoes from the 

recent Rummage Sale we had in August.   The shoes we collect are not just shoes, but 

they give a chance at a livelihood that someone may not have had before.   

Criteria for shoe collection is: 
Shoes in good condition, meaning that the soles are intact, they have laces (if neces-

sary), no holes, dry and clean, and they still have life left in them 
If you wouldn’t give the shoes to your best friend, then they are not worthy to submit 

to this collection. 
All types of gently used shoes acceptable, including women’s heels, children’s shoes, 

and even slippers 
Bound shoes either by tying the laces together or rubber bands. 
 

DO NOT contribute shoes that are: 
Melted, distorted and not wearable 
Too worn and not wearable 
Broken heels 
Wet, moldy 
Sole falling off; not wearable condition 
 

You can continue to drop off gently used shoes to the Temple Office as noted above.  

Watsonville will deliver the shoes periodically to San Jose.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the Temple Office at (831) 724-7860.  Thank you for your participation in 

this program. 
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Highlights of Temple Board Meeting – November 2018 
 
Minister’s Report:   

1. Dharma Youth Program on Nov. 11 @ 10am. 
2. Eitaikyo Service on Nov. 18 @ 10am.  The Eitaikyo service is a perpetual memorial service in 
memory of all deceased members.  Fund is to be used to maintain the onaijin.  Request was ap-
proved to purchase a smaller brass service bell and table for the onaijin.   
3. Two (2) public lectures:   one on  Nov. 18 (Life of Shakyamuni Buddha) and one on Dec. 2 
(Buddhist Art & Buddhist Icons)@ 1-2:30pm. 
4. Rev. was in Japan from 10/15 to 10/29.  Trip was wonderful. 

CD Council meeting-Thurs., Nov. 29, 2018 @ 6pm in San Luis Obispo. 
Tri-Temple meeting –Thurs., Jan. 10, 2019 @ 7pm in Watsonville. 
Installation & New Year’s Potluck Luncheon – Sun., Jan. 6, 2019 @ 10am.  New incoming President-Perry Yo-
shida; President-Elect-Ken Tanimoto; Corporate Secretary-Susan Ikegami; Treasurer-Norman Uyeda; Past 
President- Barbara Shingai. 
Tri-Temple Hoonko Service in Watsonville is on Sun., Jan. 27, 2019 @ 10am, with luncheon entrée hosted by 
Watsonville.   
 
Temple Reports:   

Brokerage Account:  Board agreed to transfer some reserve funds into new Brokerage Account (T-bills).  Sub
-committee of Board will meet to define scope of authority of Brokerage Committee and will report 
back to the Board.    

Chicken Teriyaki Recap:  Gerry Kondo submitted a comprehensive report including input from sub-
committees.  Overall, event went very smoothly.   

Review of DRAFT 2019 Operating Budget:  Projections for 2019 Operating Budget were distributed & dis-
cussed.  Final approval of budget will take place at Dec. Board meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Mochi Tsuki:  Sun., Dec. 9:  Price $6.00 per box. Tad and JoAnn Kato are chairpersons of the event. 
Temple Security Prevention:  Temple installed chain link in back of kitchen to limit access to area behind 

kindergarten room/back parking lot after hours.  Emphasized that everyone needs to be conscious of 
the surroundings at the Temple.  Discussion took place regarding recent events with Synagogue 
shootings. 

Nominations for 2019 Board:  Nominations are still in process.  Election ballots will be mailed out with Dec. 
ICHIMI. 

By-Laws:  B. Shingai recommended that the bylaws be reviewed.  Committee chair is Bill Wurtenberg with 
Ken Tanimoto, Richard Uyematsu and Barbara Shingai.   

ABA:  Sadao Matsunami participated in a panel discussion about the history of ABA at the JSC in Berkeley. 
Boy Scouts:   Can food drive on Sat., Nov. 17 for Second Harvest Food Bank.  Discussed possible ideas for 

Eagle projects. 
Upcoming Sunday Services (informational): 

  1.  Sunday Service /Shotsuki/Dharma Youth – Sun., Nov. 11 @ 10am 
  2.   Sunday Service/Eitaikyo - Sun, Nov. 18 @ 10am 
  3.    NO Sunday Service, Nov. 25  
   11.  Shoe Donation Drive (in conjunction with San Jose Betsuin):  Shoe drive has been extended until Nov. 

2019. 
  
Next Board Meeting:  Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at 7:30 pm.   
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WANT MOCHI?   
 

Watsonville Buddhist Temple  
is taking orders for mochi. 

Deadline for orders:  Dec. 1, 2018  
(or sooner based on # of orders received) 

 

Mochi Tsuki date:  Sun., Dec. 9, 2018 
$6.00 per box (for regular and osonae) 

1 lb. of mochi is approx. 7 to 9 pieces of regular size OR 
 2 pieces of osonae + approx. 3 to 5 pieces of reg. size 

 
Orders must be picked up on Sunday, Dec. 9 

between 10a to 12N in the Conference room. 
 
 

 

Call the Temple Office at 724-7860  
and place your order today. 
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MOCHI TSUKI 
SUNDAY, December 9, 2018 

 

ALL VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 
 

6:00 am  Start fire; steam/cook rice 

7:15 am  Pound cooked rice 

7:30am  Form mochi cakes  

(Process is repeated until all rice is cooked/pounded and cakes are made) 

To follow  Cool mochi  

To follow  Pack mochi into boxes 

11:00am (approx.)  Outside clean-up 
10am-12Noon Pick up pre-orders  

 

LUNCH will be provided to volunteers who come out and help with Mochi Tsuki. 

Holiday Donations 

The Temple delivered six (6) boxes of donated coats/jackets to the local agency “Monarch 

Services” who provide assistance to domestic violence victims and their families.  

The Temple has also delivered seven (7) bags of donated shoes (175 pairs of shoes) towards 

the shoe collection fundraiser with San Jose Betsuin through Funds2Orgs organization.  We 

will  continue to collect gently used shoes through the Temple Office.  Deadline has been 

extended for collection until November 30, 2019. 

Boy Scouts Troop 558 collected canned foods/non-perishable items for Second Harvest 

Food Bank. 
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Peek A Boo and Pokey Too 

 
He lives somewhere in the neighborhood, 

But who he belongs to, I have no clue. 
A very gentle and friendly feline, 

 I have named ~ Peek A Boo. 
 

Almost like clock-work at mid-afternoon, 
He boldly comes strolling into my backyard, 
And checks the landscape for any intruders, 

Like an ever faithful bodyguard. 
 

He then takes a nap for hours and hours, 
Dreaming of butterflies in the noonday sun. 

Satisfied that I am safe and secure, 
At sundown he leaves ~ his job is done. 

 
Now I would like to tell you about Pokey. 

My loveable, highly energized granddoggy. 
A Corgy, Mini -Australian Shepherd, 

 Also known as an Auggie. 
 

 Very intelligent and whimsicle, 
While at the same time, an anomaly. 

Placing her head on a warm, comfy lap, 
She loves watching T.V with her family. 

 
Pokey's passion is being around people. 

When staying the night, she is such a delight. 
While chasing birds or playing catch, 
She is faster then the speed of light! 

 
As a puppy, she nipped at my face, 

    So I thought we should place her on E-Bay, 
Until the look in her eyes just melted my heart. 

Now she is definitely here to stay. 
 

 At times she may be overly rambunctious, 
But that's how she shows her love and caring, 
For which I am deeply grateful and happy. 
Thank you Pokey ~ thank you for sharing. 

 
janice tao 
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Follow us on Twitter @WatsonvilleBT 

Watsonville Buddhist Temple does not endorse any  

advertisers in this newsletter. 
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If you would like your business card size ad placed in the 
ICHIMI monthly newsletter starting Jan. 2019, please 
contact the Temple Office at (831) 724-7860.  The yearly 
cost is $120. 
 

 

Email:   buddhist@wbtemple.org 

Website:   www.wbtemple.org 

Twitter:  Twitter@WatsonvilleBT 

mailto:buddhist@wbtemple.org
http://www.wbtemple.org

