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December 2019 Schedule of Events
Sun., Dec. 1, 2019 – Sunday/Bodhi Day/Shotsuki Hoyo Service, 10:00 am
Tues., Dec. 3 – Board Meeting, 7:30 pm
Sun., Dec. 8, 2019 – MOCHI TSUKI—All Volunteers Welcomed
No Sunday Service
Sun., Dec. 15, 2019 – Sunday Service/Omigaki, 10:00 am
Sun., Dec. 22 & 29, 2019 – No Sunday Service
Tues., Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve Service/Joya-E @ 4pm
Wed., Jan. 1 - New Year’s Service @ 11am
Sun., Jan. 5 - Installation Service @ 10am; New Year’s Potluck (to follow)
Office Telephone (831) 724-7860
Temple Office Hours: Wednesday mornings 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Temple Office will be closed from Dec. 23 to Jan. 2; Other times by appointment only
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Today we boarded our bus at 9:00 am and traveled to Epinal. Epinal is
located about 1.5 hour drive from Strasbourg (141 Km) in the NE. On this
day in history, the small town of Les Baraques was taken and the
100th/442nd was ordered to Biffontaine where they would save the Lost
battalion.
From our vantage point as we arrive in Bruyères, we can see hill B and
come to realize how very daunting a task it must have been to climb the
steep terrain in the cold rain and all the while be bombarded with artillery
fire and small arms fire.
But today our stop is in Epinal. It was here that the Allied troops began
their offensive into Germany. In late September 1944, the forces of the 7th
Army left Epinal and marched across the Moselle River on their way to
Germany. At the same time the French First Army approached the Black
Forests of Germany from the South. This was the beginning of a brutal and
difficult campaign to take Germany. It would be 8 months later on May 8,
1945 that the US and its Allies would declare victory in Europe.
As we drive into the town we were greeted with a double rainbow.
Inside this issue

In the town of Epinal there is the “Epinal American Cemetery and
Memorial. As we arrive, the cemetery is located on the outskirts of town on
a hill. There is a beautiful manicured entry way that leads into the 5 acre
site. At the cemetery there is a visitors building and the memorial structure
that leads to the cemetery itself. On either side of the memorial are the
Walls of the Missing; 424 names of soldiers killed in action whose bodies
were never found. Some of the names have next to them a rosette signifying that their remains have been found and buried. Also here are 69 soldiers
whose identity is unknown. There are grave markers scattered around the
cemetery with the words, “HERE RESTS IN HONORED GLORY A
COMRADE IN ARMS KNOWN BUT TO GOD.” There are 14 sets of
brothers buried here. The cemetery was dedicated on July 29, 1956.
As we arrived we conducted a memorial service at the top of the steps
overlooking the cemetery. Sanbujo, Juseige. Below is my talk:
“The gravestones here of young American soldiers among them members of
the 100th/44nd represent a truth of life, of suffering and tears, like the
flowers in full bloom subject to wither, like the full moon in the sky that
wanes at dawn, they represent the fragile nature of human existence. The
freedom that they fought so gallantly for is also subject to that truth,
therefore it is important that we remain vigilant in the fight for freedom, so
that they did not die in vain.

December Shotsuki Hoyo….……..4
Donations…………………….…………..5
Mochi Tsuki …………………………… 6-7
New Year’s Potluck ……………….. 8
Special points of interest:
 Sun., Dec. 1 - Sunday/Bodhi Day/
Shotsuki Hoyo Service, 10am
 Sun., Dec. 8 - MOCHI TSUKI
 Sun., Dec. 15 -Sun. Service/
Omigaki, 10am
 No SUNDAY SERVICES on Dec. 8 ,
22 and Dec. 29
 Tues., Dec. 31-Joya-E Serv, 4pm
 Wed., Jan. 1 - New Year’s Service
11am
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(continued from page 2)

Throughout this week we have been experiencing moments of rain, a small inconvenience for us when
we think of the struggles of these young men. When rain falls, our air becomes clear. There is a
freshness in the air, and all the colors of the earth and sky seem to stand out even brighter. All of our
senses come alive. And in Buddhism we believe that through our 6 senses we perceive and determine
our entire existence. And that is why we symbolically burn incense at all our services, to awaken our
senses. To become fully aware of what we have received from these brave men.
When our senses come alive, we are better able to know and experience all that exists around us. When
the air is clear, when the colors of the earth and sky vibrate with their own individual colors, when our
sense of sight, smell, taste touch, thought and hearing come alive, all that we have taken for granted or
never noticed before comes alive.
And so on this day when we remember the young men who gave their lives here, the rain that gives us
our crops and the rain that gives us our very lives, it also helps fill the emptiness that we feel in our
hearts. At that moment, the memories, feelings and emotions that we shared with those who lie here
become even more deeply rooted in our hearts and minds.
There will be moments of sadness in life, but there will also be moments of joy, however both are
evidence of the life of these beloved young men at this very moment. Proof that their lives continue to
influence ours.
Just as the rain only removes the dust and reveals what has always been there and gives life, it is within
our life also that the true heart and mind of these soldiers shall always take effect upon our lives and
reveal the truth of life to us.
To know and experience this fact of our lives, this is the world of Namoamidabutsu. It is to truly
experience those causes for this existence and those conditions that sustain this existence until we
die. These young men paid the highest price for our freedom, let us not for a moment take for granted
that precious gift of freedom.
Following the service we visited the 13 gravesites of the 100/442nd Regiment members:
Sgt. George Suyama of Montana - MIA
PFC Bob T. Kameoka of Arkansas
Capt. Joseph L. Byrne of New York
PFC Yoshio Tengwan of Hawaii
PFC Edward Ogawa of Idaho
TSgt Mitsulu E. Miyoko of California
SSgt Tomosu Hirahara of Hawaii

PFC Terusaki Fujioka of Wyoming
PFC Minoru M. Yoshida of California
PFC Hachiro Mukai of California
TSgt Uetaro Sanmonji of California
1Lt. Ben Rogers Jr. of Arkansas
Pvt Hideo Yasui of Washington

Flowers and leis were laid at each site by representatives from our group, and the mayor of Honolulu and
Bruyères.
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(Continued from page 3)

From there we visited a remote area of town to the NW where on a lonely farm road stands a unique and remarkable
monument. A young soldier from Sumner, Washington volunteered with his 6 brothers into the army. Yohei Sagami
and his oldest brother Joe ended up side by side in the 442nd fighting in Bruyères.
Yohei was part of E Company who was ordered to take Bruyères. As they came down the hill toward Bruyeres a
mortar shell struck nearby mortally wounding Yohei. He died on October 15, 1944. His older brother was knocked
down by the blast, ran to his brother and held him in his arms until he died. Yohei’s mother never recovered from her
son’s death, wearing his dog tags for the rest of her life. She rubbed the tags constantly until smooth.
On our trip with us are members of Yohei Sagami’s family. Nephew Lindsey told us the story of how his cousin
came to see the site where her father had died. She found that the villagers had marked the spot with a wooden marker. She thanked them and said she would be back again some day. Well, she returned years later, carrying with her
the last letter Yohei had sent home. She had it laminated and asked if she could put the letter into the new wooden
marker. To her surprise the villagers decided to put up a marble marker and insert the letter in the marker.
We were able to meet the Pierrat family who has for the past 75 years taken care of the site with
flowers. Mr. Peirrat, age 86, clearly remembers the soldiers coming through to liberate their small town. It was very
touching and moving experience. I was able to do Omairi for the family at the site.
Gassho,

Rev. Hosei Shinseki

DECEMBER SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL
Sunday, December 1, 2019 10:00 am
Aramaki, Yoshiro Roy
Arao, Betty Yaeko
Enomoto, Kiku
Eto, Wataru
Etow, Hajime
Etow, Shigeru
Fukuba, Norman
Hamada, Takino
Hamada, Tomiye
Hamamoto, Kimi
Hane, Machie
Hara, Yoneko
Hirahara, Teyo
Ito, Uta
Kadotani, Mitsuko
Kaita, Kanezo
Kamimoto, Kay
Kawasaki, Jihei
Kimura, John Mitoshi
Maemura, Yoshinobu
Matoba, Tatsue
Matsumoto, George
Matsumoto, Michie

Mine, Kikue
Misumi, Mary
Misumi, Shizue
Morimoto, Haya
Morimune, Soichi
Murakami, Kumajiro
Murakami, Shoichi
Nakamura, Meiji
Nishita, Shuichi
Nitta, Kumezo
Oda, Toku
Oda, Tokuzo
Saiki, Hajime
Saiki, Roy
Sakai, Chiyono
Sakai, Kiyoto
Sakata, Ichiji
Sakaue, Somo
Shinta, Kunito
Shirachi, William
Sudou, Sakaye
Tada, Ben
Takemoto, Toshiye

Tawamoto, Tsunesuke
Terasaki, Sam Yoshinobu
Teshima, Iwao
Teshima, Phyllis Masaye
Torigoe, Bunkichi
Toriumi, Jim Shigeru
Tsuda, Tomio
Tsuji, Saizo
Ura, John Susumu
Uyeda, Jitsuto
Wada, Hatsu
Wada, Shozo
Yamakoshi, Frank
Yamamoto, Lewis Kazuo
Yamamoto, Tadashi
Yamashita, Akira
Yamashita, Haru
Yamashita, Masano
Yamashita, Tomiko
Yonemura, Edward
Yoneyama, Lee Ritsuo
Yoshida, Yaemon
Yoshii, Kumakichi
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DONATIONS – Watsonville Buddhist Temple gratefully acknowledges your
generous support:
In Appreciation
Akimoto, Bill & Ida—50th Wedding Anniversary
Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen - In Appreciation (Movie Night)
Misumi, Carolyn - In Memory of Saburo Misumi, Elena Misumi, Yoshino Misumi and Mitori Misumi
Rikimaru, Annette - In Memory of Masajiro Shirachi
Takeuchi, Mark & Patt - Birth of Grandson
Tanimoto, Ken & Alice - In Memory of Sachiye Tanimoto
Shotsuki Hoyo
Haneta, Tadayoshi
Haneta, Tracey
Hirahara, Kaoru & Terry
Izumizaki, Christine
Kozuki, Ryoko
Minami, Wayne & Arlene
Misumi, Alice
Mito, Ron & Millicent
Nagamine, Osamu
Nishihara, Eiko

Nishihara, Yoshiko
Nitao, Itaru
Shingai, Barbara & Bob
Takamune, Rosie
Takeuchi, Mark & Patt
Tao, Janice
Wada, Ted
Yamamoto, Tee
Miye Yamashita Family
Yamashita, Toshiko
Yoshida, Riiko

Buddhist Women’s Association (BWA) gratefully acknowledges the following donation :
Hirahara, Terry – In Appreciation
Matsunami, Sadao & Sumiko - In Appreciation
Uemura, Hisako – In Appreciation
Yamashita, Toshiko - In Appreciation
BWA Memorial Service
Akiyama, Jean
Akiyama, Kiiko
Akiyama, Nobuko
Fujii, Nobue
Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia
Hirahara, Terry
Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen
Kodama, Hisako
Kozuki, Ryoko
Matsunami, Sadao

Nakatani, Kumiko
Nishihara, Eiko
Nishihara, Yoshiko
Nitao, Aiko
Okamoto, Itsuko
Rikimaru, Annette
Shingai, Barbara
Suruki, Ryoko
Tanimasa, Fumi
Tanimoto, Ken

Tao, Janice
Tao, Mitsuyo
Tao, Shizuko
Umeda, Yoko
Yamamoto, Tee
Yamashita, Toshiko
Yoshida, Kim
Yoshida, Riiko
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Don’t forget to pick up your MOCHI order
on Sunday, Dec. 8th between 10am to 12Noon.
Watsonville Buddhist Temple Conference Room

Mochi Tsuki Volunteer Schedule for Sunday, Dec. 8, 2019
6:00 am

Start fire; steam/cook rice

7:00 am

Poke/Pound cooked rice

7:15am

Form mochi cakes
(Process is repeated until all rice is cooked/pounded and cakes are made)

To follow

Cool mochi in wooden trays

To follow

Once mochi is cooled, mochi weighed and packed into boxes

11:00a

Outside & Kitchen clean-up

(approx.)
10am-12N

Pick up pre-orders in Conference Room

LUNCH will be provided to volunteers who come out and help with Mochi Tsuki.

1 Bedroom Temple Apartment for Rent
One bedroom/one bathroom; Living Room, Kitchen and Dining area. Rent includes water and garbage.
On-site laundry facilities (coin-operated).
Preference given to Temple members. Interested parties are asked to contact: Barbara Shingai, c/o Apt.
Committee at 831-840-3301. All rental applications will be reviewed by Temple Apartment Committee.
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WANT MOCHI?
Watsonville Buddhist Temple
is taking orders for mochi.
Deadline for orders: Dec. 2, 2019
(or sooner based on # of orders received)

Mochi Tsuki date: Sun., Dec. 8, 2019
$6.00 per box (for regular and osonae)
1 lb. box of mochi is approx. 7 to 9 pieces of regular size
OR 2 pieces of osonae + approx. 3-5 pieces reg. size
Orders must be picked up on Sun., Dec. 8th
between 10a to 12N in the Conference room.

Call the Temple Office at (831) 724-7860
and place your order today.
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2020 Temple Dues
With the start of the new calendar year, it is time to pay your 2020 temple membership dues. For clarification,
annual temple dues are owed during the first quarter of the calendar year (no later than March 31, 2020). As you
may know, a portion of these dues goes to the Buddhist Churches of America (approx. $140 per person). The
balance of your dues supports the general operations of the Temple.
An updated membership form is enclosed with the December ICHIMI for you to complete and return to the
Temple Office with your dues payment. If you have an Email address, please print this clearly on your
membership form so we can communicate to members in this manner, when possible. Thank you.
Dues may be paid by credit card and/or may be paid in three equal payments. Please contact the Temple Office
for details. A transaction fee will be added to your dues when using the credit card method of payment.
Single membership - $260 + $10 cleaning fee = $270
Couple or family - $520 + $20 cleaning fee = $540
San Juan/Hollister Howakai – half the single rate ($135) or couple rate ($270)

Sunday, January 5, 2020
Temple Installation Service
& New Year’s Potluck
10:00 am - Service
11:30 am - New Year’s Potluck;
BINGO to follow
For Families Last Name A-K:
Please bring one main dish and side dish
For Families Last Name L-Z:
Please bring one main dish and dessert
BINGO prizes are welcomed; please bring wrapped!
COME and CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR!
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Highlights of Temple Board Meeting – November 2019
General Reports:
1. CD Nembutsu Family Conference Planning Meeting: Tues., Nov. 12 @ 7pm
2. Teriyaki Fundraiser: Estimated Gross: $26,600 with net income: $17,000. A slight income from 2018.
3. Solar Proposal Follow-up: Project will pay for itself in 8-9 years. Major energy savings to Temple. P. Yoshida will include
information in the Dec. ICHIMI about the project.
4. Salvation Army Project (Feed the Homeless): Ken Tanimoto will be project coordinator. Plans are to participate one Thursday
a month. Details on exact starting date for WBT are still being worked out.
5. Board members fro 2020: Board ballots have been mailed out and are due to the Temple Office no later than Nov. 25.
President will be Ken Tanimoto and Tad Kato has agreed to serve as President Elect. Installation service on Sun., Jan. 5.
6. 2020 Budget was presented. Final approval will take place at the Dec. board meeting. Two major project expenditures for
2020 are back parking lot renovation and solar energy project.
7. Mochi Tsuki: Sun., Dec. 8, 2019. JoAnn and Tad Kato will chair this event. A detailed schedule for volunteers will be included in
the Dec. ICHIMI.
New Business:
1. 2020 Temple Dues will remain at the same rate as 2019. Payment by Credit card will be available directly through the Office.
Clarification was provided that annual temple dues are owed during the first quarter of the calendar year (no later than March
31, 2020).
2. Udon Feed: Date set for Saturday, February 1, 2020.
Organizational Reports:
1. ABA: ABA Memorial service will be held on Sun., Jan. 19, 2020. Rev. Ken Fujimoto will be guest speaker.
2. Dharma Youth Program service will be held on Sun., Nov. 24 at 10 am (Gratitude).
3. Movie Night: Fri, 11/8 @ 2p and 7pm -- “Unforgiven”.
4. Upcoming Services: Nov. 10, Nov. 17-Eitaikyo/Shotsuki Hoyo, Nov. 24-Dharma Youth Service, Dec. 1 – BodhiDay/Shotsuki Hoyo
Next Board Meeting: Tues., Dec. 3, 2019 at 7:30 pm. Toban: Gerald Kondo and Barbara Shingai
(plus Bodhi Day/ Shotsuki Hoyo service on Sun., Dec. 1, 2019 @ 10am)

The Temple is going Solar
Installation of Solar Panels will soon take
place on the temple’s roof.
Located on the back of the temple, the solar
Special Thanks go out to
Matthew De Salazar
(Son of Norman & Susan
Uyeda) who made a
significant contribution
to our solar project.
Thank You Matthew

panels will greatly lower the temple’s energy bill and
help to power the temple into the future.
The solar panels and other programs, like our levee
cleanup program and shifting from plastic water
bottles to filtered water, are steps that
we are taking to reduce the temple’s
overall carbon footprint.
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As Autumn Departs
The morning light is sheer delight,
But evening comes too soon.
With skies of blue there's morning dew,
Unlike the month of June.
The days are short and in a sense
The nights are so serene.
A dab of sweet nostalgia
Completes this Autumn scene.
Pumpkin patches are still showing
Shades of orange and yellow.
The man in the moon is glowing,
With dreams, blithe and mellow.
September through November,
The colors are so pristeen.
Harvest time is almost over,
For apples red and green.
Chrysanthemums and Marigold,
Chestnut, Elm and Maple trees.
Glistening leaves of red and yellow,
Gently flutter in the breeze.
Dandelions dance in pairs
While windmills sing a sweet refrain.
The weather is uncertain
But we'll surely see some rain.
I barely saw the Super moon
That brilliantly lit up the sky,
But thirty years is not too long,
It will be here in the blink of an eye.
As I watch the twinkling stars,
I can feel the falling mist.
As Autumn silently departs,
It will be dearly missed.
janice tao

10

Email:

buddhist@wbtemple.org

Website: www.wbtemple.org
Twitter:

Twitter@WatsonvilleBT
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Watsonville Buddhist Temple does not endorse any
advertisers in this newsletter.

Follow us on Twitter @WatsonvilleBT
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Salinas Tri-Temple
Hoonko Service
& Luncheon
Join the sangha’s of Salinas, Monterey & Watsonville
as we commemorate this special joint service
Special Memorial Service for our founder,
Shinran Shonin

Sunday, January 26, 2020
10:00AM
Buddhist Temple of Salinas

Guest Speaker: Rev. Brian Nagata
A carpool list will be available for sign-ups
at the Temple Office Or call 831.724.7860
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ABA meeting, November 7, 2019 at 10am
The Salvation Army Homeless Meal Program will begin in December, after Ken Tanimoto
has recovered from his hip surgery.
Mochi Tsuki: Sunday Dec. 8, 2019. Help needed at 7am for mochi shaping, 8am for dusting and packing mochi in boxes. Toshi Yamashita will notify packing crew.
Active Shooter workshop will be rescheduled for a later date according to Ken Tanimoto.
ABA Board for 2020: Ballots will be mailed to paid ABA members, requesting ballot return
in early December. Board installation takes place at New Year’s Installation on Jan 5, 2020.
New Year’s Potluck: Sunday Jan 5, 2020- 10am service followed by potluck lunch. ABA
members needed for potluck setup at 9:30am. Temple members needed for serving sake
and cider.
Udon Feed: Saturday Feb 1, 2020. Volunteers needed for frying eggs and chopping on
Jan 30. 100 more udon servings will be prepared this year due to the popularity of the event.
Next ABA meeting: Thursday Jan 9, 2020 at 10am

Reminder about Year-End Oseibo Contribution
Temple Members:
Oseibo is a voluntary contribution from the members of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple to show their gratitude
to our resident minister, Rev. Dennis (Jay) Shinseki.
This year the Temple will collect all Oseibo contributions and present them together to Rev. Shinseki at the
New Year’s Potluck on Sunday, January 5, 2020. If you wish to express your appreciation to Rev. Shinseki in this
way, please send your contribution to the Temple office no later than December 27, 2019.
Please make your check payable to Rev. Dennis Shinseki, NOT the Watsonville Buddhist Temple.
In Gassho,
Perry Yoshida, President
Watsonville Buddhist Temple
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What: Introduction to Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
When: Wednesday nights 7:00-8:30 pm
January 8, 2020 to February 12, 2020
Where: Watsonville Buddhist Temple
423 Bridge Street; Watsonville, CA
Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org
Cost: Members $25

Non-Members $50

Shinran Shonin (1173-1264) is credited as the founder of the True Pure Land School of
Buddhism (Jodoshinshu), which became the largest school of Buddhism in Japan and possibly
the world. We will look at the life of Shinran and the development of what became a
revolutionary form of Buddhism.
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