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 ICHIMI     
Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
423 Bridge Street          
Watsonville, California 95076 
Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 
 

Return Service Requested  
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
      
 
 
 
                           

 
 
 

 

 

Tentative Schedule of  September 2020 Events 

Schedule of events will be re-evaluated based on the current status of COVID-19.  
 
 

[Go to Temple website (www.wbtemple.org) and click on YouTube link] 

Sun.,  Sept. 6 - No Sunday Service 
 

Sun., Sept. 13  - Sunday/Shotsuki Hoyo/Ohigan Service @ 10am ((Live Streaming) 
 

Sun., Sept. 20 - Sunday Service @ 10am (Live Streaming) 
 

Sun., Sept. 27 - Sunday Service @ 10am (Live Streaming) 
 

REGISTER NOW:  Online Study Classes on “Introduction to Buddhism” 
Starting Wed., Sept. 30 @ 1p-2:30p (see enclosed flier) 

 
Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 

Temple Office is temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
By Appointment only. 

Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org         Website:  www.wbtemple.org 

    Volume XXXXVI Number 9                               September 2020 

Non Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit Number 231 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
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Special point of interest: 

• Sept.  Shotsuki Hoyo/Ohigan 
Service will be on Sun., Sept. 13 
@ 10am   (LIVE STREAMING)   

 

 

Crossing Over 
 

The month of September is the second time in the year that we observe the 

Buddhist holiday of Ohigan.  This holiday is observed in conjunction with 

the Fall Equinox.  This year the official start of Fall is on September 22nd.  

It is the beginning of my favorite season when the weather begins to cool 

and leaves begin to change color.   

 

On my days when I have time I have been golfing with retired bishop Rev.  

Kodo Umezu.  I am enjoying immensely the time I get to spend with him.  

As it turns out we spend much of our time walking the golf course and 

talking about Jodoshinshu.  At times we laugh at our inept talents on the 

golf course and liken it to our lives as bombu (hopeless beings). 

 
Although somewhat of a stretch we recently came upon the #12 hole of the 

Monarch Bay golf course.   The tee box is on one side of a large river with 

the fairway on the other side.  As you can imagine our discussion turned to 

Zendo-daishi and his analogy of the river of fire and the river of water with 

the one small white path for crossing the river. 

 

A traveler is heading west, when from behind he is pursued by bandits and 

wild beasts. The traveler flees for his life, but runs into a dead end. He 

finds before him a strange river that flows from the north to the south.  

Directly in front of him is a narrow white path that crosses the river. The 

river to the north is a river of water, with high waves seemingly too rough 

to cross. To the south, the river is not water, but is a river of fire. Flames 

blaze and leap high in the river of fire. Truly it is impossible to cross such 

a river of fire. In between these two rivers lies a narrow white path, merely 

inches wide. The flames of fire and the waves of the river lap over the  

narrow white path. The traveler is trapped. He cannot go back, as surely 

he will die by the bandits or wild beasts. He cannot go to the left around 

the river of fire, or to the right around the river of water. He could go  

forward, but the path is so narrow, he fears he cannot make it. But behind 

him he hears an encouraging voice urging him to go forward. From the 

other shore, he hears another voice saying “Come, I will protect you.” And 

so the traveler begins to step forward, on the narrow white path, reaching 

the other shore being welcomed by good friends. 

 

Reverend Umezu jokingly said to me, “I am the bandits behind you”.  I am 

trapped so I tee up my ball and proceeded to hit it right into the river.   

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Rev. Shinseki is writing an article in the Religious section of the Pajaronian newspaper once a month.  This is 
his second article in the 07-17-20 to 07-23-20 issue for you to enjoy reading. 
 

75th anniversary of atomic bomb on Hiroshima & Nagasaki 

 

“Blood stains cannot be removed by more blood; resentment cannot be removed by more resentment;  

resentment can only be removed by letting it go.” 

       

Teachings of the Buddha 
 

This month will mark the 75th anniversary of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nakasaki on August 6th 

and 9th.  Upward of 226,000 people mostly civilians including women and children were killed or later died 

from the nuclear blasts.  Here we are 75 years later and we still cannot stop the hatred and evil acts that  

precipitated the events of those fateful days.  What have we learned and are we better off now than we were 

then? 

 

In a few weeks we will gather and hold memorial services to all who died in those terrible and horrific  

moments.  Gone in a flash were thousands of people.  As we gather we must not forget that thousands more 

died in the war, and thousands suffered the loss of loved ones.  It is a time for us to turn our compassionate 

thoughts to all who suffer from the ravages of war.   

 

In Buddhism we are taught that our animosities of this moment should not be carried into eternity. Least we  

continue to suffer the consequences of our karma.  The same can be said of the past.  We cannot harbor  

anger and resentment of  the events 75 years  ago least we create more evil karma in the world.  

 

(continued on pg 4) 

Crossing Over - (Continued from page 2)  
 

Having too much faith in my own abilities, I fail to cross over.  A bit of a stretch, but it brings to mind the 

dilemma that we find ourselves in from time to time in life.  In another moment Rev. Umezu said to me, “I 

am the Buddha encouraging you.”  Perhaps he was talking about my terrible golf game, but I think he was 

opening my eyes to the fact that although we find ourselves in difficult times, we are constantly encouraged 

to have faith in Amida Buddha. 
 

Shakamuni Buddha stands with us encouraging us to say namoamidabutsu and have faith in Amida Buddha, 

the Buddha of infinite Wisdom and Compassion.  Amida stands on the other shore (Ohigan) and calls to us to 

just come over just as we are.   
 

Ohigan is a time to deepen our understanding of life through the Nembutsu.  In Watsonville we  will observe  

the Ohigan service and September Shotsuki Hoyo (Monthly Memorial) on September 13th at 10:00 am on our 

YouTube station. https://www.youtube.com/  We hope you can join us.  
 

Please stay safe and healthy.   
 

Gassho, 

Rev. Shinseki 
        

https://www.youtube.com/
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Teachings of the Buddha (from pg 3) 

 

The Buddha was once asked who he was, and he answered “I am awakened”.  Awakening is the ultimate 

goal of the Buddhist path.  What do we awaken to?  To the limited ego self who creates the suffering of 

war and devastation because of greed, anger and an inability to see the world as it truly is.  The highest 

form of awakening is Buddhahood or Enlightenment.  

 

Each of us is in a constant state of awakening, seeing the ego centric self at times, seeing the  

compassionate heart of the self at other times.  Many years ago I took a group of high school students to 

Japan and we visited Nagasaki and conducted a memorial service at the site of the atomic bomb blast.  I 

recall a young girl complaining of the heat and humidity that day in August.  She said that she wanted to 

jump into the fountain and cool herself.  Then as we conducted the memorial service in front of the  

Fountain, she saw the inscription. “This fountain is dedicated to the children of Nagasaki who died  

crying for water”.   

 

The young student began to cry and the thought of cooling herself disappeared. Her thoughts turned to 

the suffering, burnt, dying and thirsty children of Nagasaki.  She felt firsthand the suffering and  

inhumanity of war.   

 

This was a radical awakening for a high school student.  It transformed her consciousness and completely 

changed her life.  She was no longer fixated on herself and her needs.  She was now able to direct her 

thoughts to others.  She has since then spent the rest of her life elevating the status of low income,      
welfare mothers, an advocate of the poor and under privileged, the disenfranchised.   

This 75th anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, is a moment of awakening for all of us.  It is not a      

moment of reconciliation, regret or right and wrong.  On the contrary it is a moment of seeing the results 

of the poisons of greed, anger and ignorance and awakening to our own self-centered ways.   As I     
awaken to the truth of my life I am reminded of the words of the Buddha.  

“My wondrous power by its great light brightens the countless lands throughout, removes the  

darkness of the three defilements and delivers all from suffering and pain.  Opening the eyes of  

Wisdom, I will end this darkness of ignorance, blocking all paths of evil, I will open the gate to  

Attainment.” 
 

We will continue to conduct memorials in memory of those who died 75 years ago and we will continue 

to be made to see the truth of life and our own moments of awakening.   
 

May Peace Prevail. 

Namoamidabutsu, 
 

Rev. Hosei Shinseki 
Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
www.wbtemple.org 

            
To Temple Members:  During this stressful time with the COVID-19 pandemic, it requires us to “Shelter in Place” 

which has affected us all.  Please let us know if you or if you know of any member(s) who are in need of any     

help, such as going to the grocery store, needing a ride to doctor appointments, getting medications, etc.  The      

Temple is here to help you.  Please contact the Temple Office at (831) 724-7860 for assistance. 

http://www.wbtemple.org
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Akiyama, Utaro 
Aramaki, Hisae 
Arao, Takanori 
Arao, Kiyo 
Arita, Goichi 
Fujii, Yoshiteru 
Fujita, Frank 
Hamada, Fumi 
Hane, Kiichiro 
Hatsushi, Rintaro 
Higaki, Henry Akio 
Higaki, Kazuna 
Hirano, Bill 
Idemoto, Kenji 
Itamura, Chisako 
Ito, Toshiharu 
Iwamuro, Kiyoichi 
Izumizaki, James  
Kadotani, Katsukiyo 
 
 
 
 

Kimoto, Yasu 
Koda, Masao Joe 
Koda, Mitsuno 
Kodama, Keichi 
Kondo, Alice Ayako 
Kurosaki, Hiroshi 
Kusumoto, Kajizo 
Kusumoto, Unotsuke 
Mametsuka, Larry 
Mano, Kojiro 
Mano, Miteru 
Mine, Sayoko 
Mio, Haruko Margaret 
Mitani, Don Kiyoshi 
Mitani, Sally 
Murakami, Fushi 
Muronaka,Haruo 
Nagata, Asa 
Nakamoto, Nakayo 
Nakamoto, Shoso 
Nishimoto, Ito 
 
 

Nishio, Kinu 
Nishita, Suteichi 
Nitta Mito, Helen    
Okamoto, Tadao 
Oda, Fred 
Ota, Goichi 
Ota, Zenichi 
Saiki, Kihachi 
Sakai, Seigo 
Shibata, Maxine 
Shiotani, Shig 
Tanaka, Kojiro 
Tanimasa, Masako 
Tao, Sentaro 
Torigoe, Yuki 
Ura, Ernest 
Wada, Grace 
Wada, Michiko 
Wada, Kinue 
Wakamiya, Katsushi 
Yamamoto, George Iwao 
 
 

 

SEPTEMBER SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 @ 10am; Live Streaming  

            

2020 
 Memorial Service Schedule 

 
 Year of Death Service   Year of Death Service 
 2019   1st Year   1996   25th Annual 
 2018   3rd Annual   1988   33rd Annual 
 2014   7th Annual   1971   50th Annual 
 2008   13th Annual   1921   100th Annual 
 2004   17th Annual  

  

On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist   

Temple, we wish to extend our deepest condolences  to the Tom Akiyama family. 
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DONATIONS (as of 8/15/2020) – Watsonville Buddhist Temple gratefully  

acknowledges your generous support: 

 

In Appreciation         

Fujii, Nobue - Hiroshima & Nakasaki Memorial 

Nitta, Dan & Karen- In Memory of Ben Wakayama 

Ura, Esther - Kai Gavin & Jared Ura’s High School Graduation 

Gift from Estate of Masako Morimoto (To Temple, BWA, Dharma School) 

 

In Memory of Michiko Hamada     

Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy 

Morimune, Betty & Sheryl 

         

In Memory of Mitsuye Katsuyama    In Memory of Henry Sakae 

Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy     Morimune, Betty & Sheryl 

      

In Memory of Akira Kodama     

Akimoto, Bill & Ida      In Memory of Jerrie Simmons 

Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy     Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy 

Morimune, Betty & Sheryl      

 

In Memory of Ruth Yamamoto    In Memory of Chieko Tamasu 

Akimoto, Bill & Ida      Tao, Shizuko  

Akiyama, Jean        

Fujii, Nobue              

Kamigawachi, Harvey     In Memory of Hisako Uemura 

Matsunami, Sadao      Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy 

Mihara, Mits & Mary      Morimune, Betty & Sheryl 

Mine, Marvin & Joanne      

Morimune, Betty       

Tanimasa, Fumi      In Memory of Lynn Wada 

Wada, Ted       Yamashita, Toshiko 

Yuki, Sakae Rose 

Yuki, Tom & Carol       

        In Memory of Chiyoko Yagi 

In Memory of Tom Akiyama    Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy 

Akiyama, Jean       Morimune, Betty 

Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy 

Rose, David & Mark; Holly Jiminez     

Tanimasa, Fumi       

Tao, Janice 

Yamashita, Jackie       

Miye Yamashita Family      

Yamashita, Toshiko       

Yoshida, Mae 
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Gotan-E      Shotsuki Hoyo 

Morimune, Betty     Akiyama, Jean 

       Akiyoshi, Asayo 

Obon       Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen 

Akiyama, Nobuko     Morimune, Betty 

Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen    Sakae, Barbara 

Matano, Susumu & Michiko    Ura, Esther 

Morimune, Betty 

Nabeta, Caroline 

Nitao, Itaru 

Okamoto, Itsuko 

Tamaki, Bobby & Nancy –  

    In Memory of Miyeko Tamaki; Bruce & Jeri Kaita; Curtis Gavin;  Ernie Ura 

Tao, Mitsuyo 

Tao, Shizuko 

Tsukiji, Howard & Aileen 

Umeda, Yoko 

 

Hatsubon 

In Memory of Mas Nakamura - Charlene Nakamura 

In Memory of Mitsuye Katsuyama - Katsuyama Family 

In Memory of Ruth Yamamoto - Craig Yamamoto 

In Memory of Akira Kodama –  

     Hisako Kodama 

     Larry Kodama 

     Nancy & Bobby Tamaki 

In Memory of Bruce Kaita –  

    Grant Kaita 

    Barbara & Bob Shingai 

    Elaine & Gino Abad 

    Judy Tokubo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following members who donated more than their annual 2020 temple dues:   

Paul & Kim Tao 
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     LEGACY FUND 

Our Temple’s legacy of 114 years serving our families and community starts with the teachings  

of the Buddha, our minister, and individual support.  That legacy, more than ever, depends on your  

continued financial support.  The Temple has not been able to hold many of our traditional fundraising 

events, which are vital to offset the Temple’s monthly operating expenses.  With your financial  

support, our Temple will remain healthy and be able to continue to promote Amida’s Wisdom and 

Compassion.   

 

The following individuals have generously donated a monetary gift to the Legacy Fund (as of 8/17/20): 

 Bill & Ida Akimoto    Phyllis Nakano 

 Isamu & Kiiko Akiyama   Yoshiko Nishihara 

Jean Akiyama     Itaru & Aiko Nitao 

Nobuko Akiyama    Dan & Karen Nitta 

Asayo Akiyoshi    Itsuko Okamoto 

Tom & Reiko Akiyoshi   Annette Rikimaru 

Anonymous     Stuart Sakuma & Janet Nagamine 

Sharon Carreiro    Sam & Yae Sakamoto 

Reba & Rusty Condon   Bob & Barbara Shingai 

Amy Dobashi Trust    Mark & Patt Takeuchi 

Nobue Fujii     Fumi Tanimasa 

Jennifer & Kai Gavin    Ken & Alice Tanimoto 

Brenda Goo & Sharon Suyeyasu  Janice Tao 

Dennis & Lola Hamada   Mitsuyo Tao 

Judy Hane     Shizuko Tao 

Mas & Marcia Hashimoto   David & Kathy Toriumi 

Arthur Hayashi    Bill Tsudama 

Louie Hayashida    Howard & Aileen Tsukiji 

Kaoru & Teruko Hirahara   Yoko Umeda 

Kikuye Hirano     Esther Ura 

June Honda     Gary Ura 

Dennis & Susan Ikegami   Alan & Gayle Uyematsu 

Emiko Kaita     Richard & Susan Uyematsu 

Akiko Kato     Bill & Gail Wurtenberg 

Tad & JoAnn Kato    Bruce Yamamoto 

Kiyo & Aileen Kawasaki   Ruth Yamamoto 

Hisako Kodama    Sato Yamamoto 

Reed & Nancy Kuratomi   Stuart Yamamoto 

Bill & Nora Louie    Sayuri Yamanishi 

John and Yoshie Maemura   Iwao Yamashita 

Sadao & Sumiko Matsunami   Jean Yamashita 

Mitsuru Mihara    Toshiko Yamashita 

Carolyn Misumi    Lori Yoshida 

Caroline Nabeta    Mae Yoshida 

Akira & Hideko Nagamine   Perry & Kim Yoshida 

Glenn & Judy Nagamine    

Larry & Kathy Nakamura     
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Beginning:  Saturday, September 5 & Saturday, September 19 

   (the first and third Saturday of each month) 

Time:  9:00AM—12:00PM 

Location:  Back Parking Lot / by the Back Gym Door 
 

Spend time sheltering in place with a jigsaw puzzle or a movie.  From the comforts of your 

car, select a jigsaw puzzle or select from a wide selection of movies (wide selection of      

English and Japanese Movies).  When you are done, bring back the puzzle or DVD and        

exchange it for another one.  If enough people come out to pickup an item, we will  

continue this program indefinitely. 

If you have a jigsaw puzzle that you would like to contribute and share, please bring it. 
 

Note:  All returned items will be quarantined for a 

week before it can be loaned out again 

 

  Contactless Drive-Thru now available for  
Jigsaw Puzzles & DVD’s 

     

(DRAFT) STEPS TO REOPEN THE TEMPLE FOR SERVICES 
 

In an effort to reopen the Temple, the Board is working hard to define its procedures to be in compliance 
with the current public health requirements.   
 
Our goals are to: 
- Provide a safe & clean environment 
- Limit attendance to 25% of building capacity or a max. of 100 attendees, whichever is lower. 
- Adherence to physical/social distancing (at least 6 ft between individuals) 
- Cleaning and Disinfectant protocols  
- Ensure that facial mask protection is worn at all times 
- Have proper signage so attendees understand new protocols 
- When parking cars, park in every other space to have proper physical distancing, where possible 
- Do not congregate before and after services  
- Provide one-way entrance in and one-way exit out (to avoid people congregating in groups) 
- If feeling sick, please stay home. 
 
Your health and safety are our utmost priorities during this COVID-19 pandemic.  Your  
cooperation and assistance during this new “normal” is needed.   The California Department of Public 
Health is “strongly recommending” that churches continue to provide remote services, when possible.   
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 SUNDAY SERVICE BINGO!!! 

Let’s have some fun on Sundays 
 

Congratulations to Bingo Game #1 Winners 
First Place: Masako Sawada—$30 Gift Card & Face Mask 

Second Place: TBA—$20 Gift Card & Face Mask 

Third Place: TBA—$10 Gift Card & Face Mask 
 

Once we have three Bingo Winners, Game #1 will close & we will 
start Game #2.  Game #2 Bingo Cards (identified with a Crane 
punch and included in your ICHIMI) are only valid for Game #2.  
At the end of each livestream service, we will call (5) five Bingo    
numbers.  Hold onto your Bingo Card because the Bingo Game #2 

will  continue until we have three winners! 
 

If you get a Bingo, call and leave a message on the Temple Office 
phone 831.724.7860 with your name & phone # to claim your prize.   

 The first three winners win a prize!!! 
 

•To access the live stream service, connect thru the Temple website or go to          
YouTube and search for “Watsonville Buddhist Temple” 

• For members without internet access, the (5) weekly Bingo numbers will be           
announced on the office answering machine by Tuesday  

(after the Sunday service). 
• For members receiving their ICHIMI digitally and would like a Bingo Card, please 

send an email to the Temple Office (buddhist@wbtemple.org) and we will 
mail you a Bingo Card.  One Bingo card per family.  Good luck! 
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The Pain of Shame  (Part Two) 
     ( 1942-1945 Incarceration) 

 
Out of senseless wartime hysteria came Executive Order No. 9066, 
Displacing U.S. citizens to the desert into barracks of tarpaper and sticks. 
Built with unskilled labor and green lumber, engulfing us in dust and heat, 
Air-conditioned cottages for Anglo personnel resembled a vacation retreat. 
 
As we internees pulled into camp, an irate guard hopped onto our bus, 
Defiantly warning us to be subservient, and not to make a fuss. 
Harsh words were instantly exchanged, and angry voices effervesced, 
Fueled by a sense of betrayal, humiliation, and bitterness. 
 
Trapped by barb -wired fences, machine guns, and Army searchlights, 
Lost in the swirling desert winds were our Constitutional rights, 
As we tearfully said goodbye to young boys leaving for the Service, 
Who ironically were willing to die for the country that did them disservice. 
 
For three long years, we routinely lined up for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, 
But without a family life whatsoever, no one came out a winner. 
Although I was under-age, I diligently worked in the mess hall, 
Before and after school, because $8 a month was a windfall. 
 
I had an addiction for reading books ~ mysteries, westerns, and fiction., 
So walking to the library under the scorching sun was worth the affliction. 
Wrapped in blankets with buckets of charcoal to warm our chilly feet, 
We watched "B" movies under the stars, with the cactus and mesquite. 
 
To escape the heat, we performed a feat that was considered quite stellar. 
Shoveling out dirt from under the barracks created a cool and neat cellar. 
On Saturday nights, we stayed up late for the #1 song on the Hit Parade. 
Those were the days of the Frank Sinatra craze that lasted for decades. 
 
In 1945, due to school closure, a classmate and I left for Los Angeles, 
In the cargo section of a delivery truck ~ proof of our youthfulness. 
Through miles and miles of sagebrush and sand, dejection and dehydration, 
Determined to finish our senior year, we made it to our destination. 
 
While in the care of a loving Jewish family, I completed my education, 
And dubiously went back to my home town, with little expectation. 
In the meantime, my family had returned to an empty, non-existent home. 
With nothing in their hands and pockets ~ it was literally "to each his own." 
 
                                         janice tao 
 

(Campfires are out, and the ghosts are gone but I still have memories, 
of one of the most deplorable acts in United States history) 
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Email:      buddhist@wbtemple.org 
 

Website:   www.wbtemple.org 

Twitter:    Twitter@WatsonvilleBT 

mailto:buddhist@wbtemple.org
http://www.wbtemple.org
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Follow us on Twitter @WatsonvilleBT 

Watsonville Buddhist Temple does not endorse any  

advertisers in this newsletter. 

Grunnagle-Ament-Nelson 

 

Jim Stephens 

Marchel V. Nelson 
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INTRODUCTION TO BUDDHISM 
 

OFFERED BY THE MONTEREY, SALINAS AND WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLES 
 

TRI-TEMPLE DHARMA EDUCATION CENTER 

WHEN: SEPTEMBER 30 - NOVEMBER 11 
WEDNESDAYS 1:00-2:30 PM 

 
ALL CLASSES WILL BE CONDUCTED VIA ZOOM 

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE LOG IN INFORMATION 
 

This course will provide for the student a basic introduction to general Buddhism. Students 
will learn about the history, culture and rituals contained within the Buddhist religion. Topics 
will include the life of Shakyamuni Buddha. We will examine what is known as the six  
paramitas, the six realms of existence and the Buddhist view of life and death. We will also 
survey the development of some of the varied Buddhist traditions that evolved from India 
and spread to China, Japan and the world. Contained within the traditions, rituals and  
culture of Buddhism are wonderful life lessons and tools we will learn for everyday living. As 
we examine Buddhism, we will also examine its relevance in our everyday lives.  

Course Fees Donations:   Tri Temple members   $10.00  
 

Regular Course Fee Donations  $20.00  
 

To register email us at: centcoasttritemple@gmail.com. 


