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Tentative Schedule of May 2020 Events
May’s schedule of events will be re-evaluated based on the current status of COVID-19.
Sun., May 3 - Sunday/Shotsuki Hoyo/Gotan-E Service @ 10am (Live Streaming Service via YouTube)
[Go to Temple website and click on YouTube link]
Tues., May 5 - Temple Board Meeting @ 7:30pm (via Zoom)
Thurs., May 7 - ABA Meeting @ 10am
Sun., May 10 - Sunday Service @ 10am (MA)
Fri., May 15 - Tri-Temple Social @ 7pm (Monterey)
Sun., May 17 - Sunday Service @ 10am (MA)
Thurs., May 21 - Tri-Temple Meeting @ 7pm (Watsonville)
Sun., May 24 - Cemetery Services
9am - Pioneer Cemetery; 10am - PV Memorial Park; 11:30am—San Juan Bautista
Sun., May 31 - Sunday Service @ 10am (MA)
Office Telephone (831) 724-7860
Temple Office Hours: Wednesday mornings 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Other times by appointment only. Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org
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Gotan-e “Gathering to Celebrate the Founders Birthday”
“The Buddha’s Wisdom, is like a torch on a moonless night. But do not weep that your
Wisdom Eye cannot see it. Our life is like a ship on the Great Ocean of Birth and Death.
Do not worry about your evil Karma. Because Amida’s Vow is limitless, how easy my
heavy karma is to bear. Because the Buddha’s Wisdom is boundless, He embraces even
those discarded by others.”
Shinran
We find ourselves in a life of uncertainty, life is more precarious than ever before. Our
health, our jobs, our economy and peace of mind are all in jeopardy because of the
COVID-19 epidemic. Thankfully because of Shinran Shonin whose birthday we celebrate
this month, we are able to receive the teaching of namoamidabutsu. And through this
teaching of namoamidabutsu, we shall be able to live a life where we shall be totally
satisfied with what we call the self. It is to know and experience all that we have taken
for granted or never noticed.
This is what is called True Compassion. True Compassion is manifested in those causes
and conditions and together those causes and conditions form a very natural rhythm that
identifies and embraces your life. This is Amida Buddha.
The very focus of True Compassion is you and I. To be specific, True Compassion is
meant to alleviate our blind passions. Blind passions are that part of us that rejects naturalness, or the Dharma, or another way of saying life and things just as they are. Blind
passion is our ego. It is that part of us that keeps telling me that, I should be something
else, that life should be another way.

Inside this issue
Message from President ……... 3-4
Message from Bishop Harada .. 5
May Shotsuki Hoyo….…..………. 7

We all have that side of ourselves, the side of self that says, “I should be like…...I wish I
had……..I want life to be…….”. Blind passions are always telling us to be something
different to see the world differently. Shinran points out to us to be true and real to the
self. Amida accepts us in this natural state. You and I are just right for this moment, for
this world that we find ourselves in. It is to know and experience the very power of
truth…or namoamidabutsu. It is to integrate totally, those causes and conditions. We
shall determine our next moment and that moment shall be just right for you, and for
me.

Donations………………….………….. 8-9
Special points of interest:
 May Shotsuki Hoyo service will
be on May 3 @ 10am (LIVE
STREAMING)

We do not have to be something else, or something different. It is to know and experience the power of namoamidabutsu. It is to live the joy of Amida’s great Compassionate
heart. To know and experience this life as being just right for you, just right for me, and
to accept this world just as it is, is to live a life of True Compassion.
This month we celebrate the birth of our founder Shinran Shonin, we are truly grateful
that we have such an excellent teaching that embraces us, just as we are.
Namoamidabutsu,
Rev. Hosei Shinseki
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April 13, 2020
Dear Watsonville Buddhist Temple Members,
We hope that all of you are staying healthy both physically and spiritually. We all share your
concern in regards to the COVID-19 or Coronavirus issue we are facing. It is projected that it
will affect many individuals in our community and has already had an effect on our temple
schedules and activities.
Our main concern is the health and welfare of all our members, families and guests of the
temple. The Board of Directors and the Temple share with you our anxiety during this
distressful time.
The Watsonville Temple Board has decided to postpone all public events including
Sunday Services until further notice. As a directive from the Office of the Bishop,
ministers are being advised to adhere to the California Governor’s Directive to stay in
place. This means any services conducted will have to be postponed or done using online
applications. These conditions will stay in place until May 14, 2020 or when the Bishop
directs otherwise.
We apologize for any inconvenience this decision may cause you. The decision was not an
easy one, but was done out of deep concern for our members. We will continue to monitor
the situation and continue to communicate with all of you as best we can. Thank you very
much for your understanding. If you have any questions, please call the Temple Office at
(831) 724-7860.
Sincerely in Gassho,
Rev. Jay Shinseki
Resident Minister, Watsonville Buddhist Temple
Ken Tanimoto
Watsonville Buddhist Temple, Board President
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Temple Congregation, Family and Friends:
In the past four weeks, our world has changed in such a way that no person in modern times have
experienced before. These changes have made me more appreciative of family, friends,
community, and temple.
Before the COVID-19 pandemic happened, I, as many of us did, had written temple activities and
services on our calendars and electronic devices. And like many of us, probably thought
sometimes “oh, attend the same service, help with the same temple event, see the same temple
members”.
Now my attitude has changed. I miss seeing my temple friends, miss hearing the Dharma from
Rev. Shinseki in the Hondo, and miss helping with temple events. These uncontrollable changes
have made me realize more that ever the importance of the Buddha, Dharma, Sangha. I am
thankful for the teachings of Shinran and the Dharma messages and services of Rev. Shinseki, as
well as past and present BCA ministers.
When this crisis is over, and it will hopefully end soon, I will come back to our Watsonville Temple
with different eyes and ears, to actually see the importance of our Temple and to attentively listen
to the words of Amida.
For the first time in our temple history, our Temple Board electronically conducted our monthly
meeting. This meant our board members did not physically meet but face-to-face with our
computers. This important meeting discussed and decided issues about whether or not to
continue our monthly services and planned activities.
What was decided is to practice “Shelter in Place” and cancel all April services and events.
Depending on what our government decides when it is safe to meet in groups, May is when Rev.
Shinseki is tentatively resuming our services.
There has been a change in Rev. Shinseki’s schedule and role. Starting April 1 st, Rev. Shinseki is
the supervising minister for Salinas Buddhist Temple. Last month Bishop Umezu informed
Monterey and Watsonville Temples that Salinas minster, Rev. Fujita, had taken a leave of absence
until further notice and that Rev. Shinseki will now be Salinas’s supervising minister.
Since the middle of March, Rev. Shinseki has been busy keeping in contact of our members with
his messages on social media, podcasts, YouTube, and website. He’s been also phoning many of
our members who might need assistance. I thank Rev. Shinseki for his extra effort in helping
serve our temple, as well now helping with the Salinas Temple.
Please stay healthy and be mindful of our social distancing.
In Gratitude,
Ken Tanimoto, President
Watsonville Buddhist Temple
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MESSAGE FROM BISHOP MARVIN HARADA
Reverend Marvin Harada assumed the position of Bishop of the Buddhist Churches of America on
April 1, 2020 at a time when each of our lives has been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. During
this unsettling time of crisis, Rev. Harada shared these thoughts with the members of the BCA.
Dear BCA Members,
Today I begin my term as your next Bishop of the Buddhist Churches of America. It is an honor,
privilege, and great responsibility that I have received. May I thank all of you for giving me this
opportunity to serve in this capacity.
We are living in an unprecedented time, facing a global pandemic that has hit our nation, state, and
communities. In order to do our part to help prevent the spread of the virus, we have cancelled all of our
services and gatherings at our churches and temples and are all abiding by the “stay at home” directives.
We deeply miss seeing one another and being able to gather for a Sunday service or to be able to pay
our respects to a dear loved one at their funeral service. Our Sanghas are living “communities” and now
we must be isolated and apart from each other. It is a painful and difficult time for all. Many have lost
their jobs or their jobs are threatened by recession. Perhaps some of you know or have a loved one
suffering from the virus and you were not even able to be with them during their time of need.
It is exactly during times of great duress that over the centuries in our Buddhist tradition many have
turned to the Buddha-Dharma, for solace, for peace, for meaning. This time is no different.
Shinran Shonin wrote in one of his poems, or wasan, the following:
When we say “Namu-amida-butsu,”
The countless Buddhas throughout the ten quarters,
Surrounding us a hundredfold, a thousandfold,
Rejoice in and protect us.
p. 355, Collected Works of Shinran
What this poem is saying to me, is not that saying Namuamidabutsu will prevent me from getting the
virus, but it is saying that for the person who recites and receives the Nembutsu, that they are embraced
within the world of Buddha, the world of wisdom and compassion, no matter what. If I get the virus,
Namuamidabutsu, I am embraced within the world of Buddha. If I don’t get the virus, Namuamidabutsu, I am embraced within the world of Buddha. Either way, get it or not get it, I am one with the
timeless truth of immeasurable life and immeasurable light. That is the ultimate source of peace and
solace.
May we face this challenging time together and may it give us even greater resolve to dedicate ourselves to support our temples and the BCA, so that we can continue to share the Dharma in whatever
medium or manner that we can. May I ask for your support, understanding, and cooperation during my
term. Humbly, I bow my head to all of you in saying, “Doozo, yoroshiku, onegai itashimasu.” (May I
humbly ask for your kindness and consideration).
In Gassho,
Rev. Marvin Harada, Bishop
April 1, 2020
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Updated Policies and Considerations for Ministers and Temples
In Dealing with the Coronavirus (FROM BISHOP & BCA President)
The Coronavirus situation has been changing daily and what was sent out recently is now outdated and new precautions must be shared.
Under the current conditions, it is not safe for the minister or members to have even a small, private
makuragyo, funeral, or memorial service at the home, temple, or mortuary. We are advising that such services not be
held, even if requested.
An option to just postponing to a later date (which could be weeks or even months) to hold a larger, public funeral or memorial service for their loved one, is to offer a virtual service, with the minister conducting from the
temple or their own home in front of their own home altar, and the family at their own home in front of their altar or
gathered as a family. Such gatherings, however, should be limited to the immediate family of 5 or 6 people at the most in
each location, and not for a large family gathering in which 20 or 30 relatives are present. Family members might appreciate the comfort that such a service could give them. Here is how we recommend that the service be
conducted:
Conducting a virtual service
Zoom, Skype, or other internet applications can be used. It is recommended that local temples provide their ministers with a Zoom account so that they can easily and readily hold a virtual service at their convenience. The
minister can set up a date and time with the family to hold the service. Sound and picture should be tested shortly before
the service begins so that both parties can see and hear each other clearly.
The service can be as simple as a short sutra chanting and message, or if it is in place of a funeral service, a
Buddhist name can even be presented with the Buddhist name cards being sent later by mail.
The family may not have time to prepare things like a personal history, remembrances, or eulogies, but after the
Dharma message, the minister can invite a family member to share a memory if they would like.
Incense offering can take place on the side of the family during the chanting. A picture of their loved one can be
placed next to the Obutsudan if available.
Procedures once the “stay at home directive” is lifted.
It is anticipated that once the “stay at home directives” are lifted, that public gatherings will most likely be
allowed at smaller numbers and then gradually increased in time. We should anticipate that initially we might be
allowed to have a gathering of 10 to 20 people, and then in time 50, 100, or larger. When that occurs, we should follow the
procedures and considerations that were sent earlier be practiced. People should still keep safe distances from each other
while seated in the hondo, and pews, door handles, etc. should be wiped with disinfectant wipes both
before and after the service. Ministers should maintain safe distances and of course refrain from handshakes and hugs.
Internet ministry
The Coronavirus has forced all of the ministers to become “internet ministers” and many innovative and
creative things have been started. Not only live streaming of services, but also adult discussions, temple board
meetings, and even temple social gatherings are occurring by zoom. Some ministers are doing a daily service via the internet and offering short messages in their service. Others have created daily blogs, meditation services live, via Zoom,
Facebook streaming, YouTube Dharma Talk videos, just to name of few of the things occurring.
For now, stay home and stay healthy.
We all deeply miss the interaction of seeing our friends in the Sangha at our churches and temples, and this
is a most difficult and trying time. However, the best thing that we can do for now is to stay home, practice social
distancing, and do our best to help prevent the spread of the Coronavirus.
Conditions will probably continue to evolve, so please include your local County, State, and Federal CDC
(Center for Disease Control) guidelines when considering each situation.
In Gassho,
Rev. Marvin Harada
Bishop
Buddhist Churches of America

Dr. Kent Matsuda
President
Buddhist Churches of America
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2020
Memorial Service Schedule
Year of Death
2019
2018
2014
2008
2004

Service
1st Year
3rd Annual
7th Annual
13th Annual
17th Annual

Year of Death
1996
1988
1971
1921

Service
25th Annual
33rd Annual
50th Annual
100th Annual

MAY SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL
Sunday, May 3, 2020 (April Shotsuki Hoyo will also be observed)
Akiyama, Hideo
Akiyoshi, Jutaro
Akiyoshi, Fumiye
Aramaki, Fujie
Arao, Akiharu
Arao, Tamehachi
Chihara, Akino
Etow, Yayeno
Flanagan, Sharon
Fujii, Chiyoko
Fujii, Sumito
Fujii, Yuichi
Fujita, Jim Yoshio
Hashimoto, Hideo
Hashimoto, Noriyuki
Hayashida, Kichiji
Higaki, Mariko
Hirahara, Fumio
Hirahara, Takeso
Horibe, Frank Yoshimi
Ikeda, Somekichi
Iwami, Yasutaro
Izumizaki, Fumiyo

Kadotani, Haru
Kajihara, Ippei
Kamigawachi, Evelyn Misao
Kato, Tadaaki
Kawasaki, Sakae
Kimura, George
Kuroiwa, Kichiemon
Maemura, Toshikazu
Marui, Youemon
Matsunami, Mitsuo
Misumi, Yoshino
Morikawa, Okon
Morimoto, Reymi
Morimoto, Yoshi
Morishima, Chieko
Muronaka, Hiroshi
Nishita, Betty
Ouchida, Misako Kawasaki
Sakamoto, Michiko
Sakaue, Yoshimi
Shibata, Hideji
Shirachi, George

Tao, Mitsue
Takamune, Masaki
Takamune, Rin
Takei, Iowa
Tawamoto, Hisa
Teshima, Akira
Tsuda, Frances
Tsuda, Matsue
Tsuji, Yoshie
Uchimaru, Gary
Uchimaru, George
Uchimaru, Shizue
Ura, Dorothy
Uyematsu, Teiko
Wada, Masao
Yamamoto, Emi
Yoshida, Masao
Yoshii, Senzo

On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, we
wish to extend our deepest condolences to the families of
Chiyoko Yagi and Akira Kodama.
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DONATIONS (as of 4/15/20) – Watsonville Buddhist Temple gratefully acknowledges your generous support:
In Appreciation
Uyematsu, Richard – 60” TV
In Memory of George Hoshiyama
Hashimoto, Marcia & Mas
Hoshiyama Family
In Memory of Harumi Murakami
Matsushita, Ted & Laurie
Yamashita, Goro
Yamashita, Shizuho
Yamashita, Sumi

In Memory of Henry Sakae
Akimoto, Bill & Ida
Akiyama, Jean
Masatani, Kaye
In Memory of Kenji Yamashita
Miye Yamashita Family
Oba, Kyoko & Richard
Yamashita, Tok & Claire
Yamashita, Toshiko

Ohigan
Hirahara, Teruko
Mito, Ron & Millicent
Nitao, Itaru
Tanimasa, Fumi
Tao, Shizuko
Teshima, Mutsuko
Uemura, Hisako

Shotsuki Hoyo
Fujii, Eddie
Kato, Junichi & Judy
Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen
Maruyama, Anne
Misumi, Alice
Shingai, Barbara & Bob
Takamune, Rosie
Uyematsu, Alan & Gayle
Yamamoto, Ruth (2)

Hanamatsuri
Akiyama,, Isamu
Akiyama, Jean
Akiyoshi, Asayo
Akiyoshi, Tom & Reiko
Fujii, Nobue
Hamada, Dennis
Haneta, Tadayoshi
Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia
Hirahara, Kaoru & Teruko
Hondo, June
Kaita, Emiko
Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen
Kodama, Hisako
Kozuki, Ryoko
Matano, Susumu & Michiko
Misumi, Alice
Mito, Ron & Millicent

Hanamatsuri (cont’d)
Nabeta, Caroline
Nakano, Phyllis
Nitao Itaru
Okamoto, Itsuko
Shingai, Barbara & Bob
Takamune, Rosie
Tamaki Family
Tanimasa, Fumi
Tao, Shizuko
Teshima, Mutsuko
Umeda, Yoko
Ura, Esther
Uyematsu, Alan & Gayle
Yamada, Pat
Yamamoto, Ruth
Yamamoto, Stuart
Yamashita, Toshiko
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Temple Dues (as of 04/15/20) : The following members donated more than their annual 2020 temple
dues:
Akiyoshi, Asayo
Yamamoto, Tee

2020 Temple Membership Dues
Your 2020 temple membership dues are now overdue (March 31, 2020). As you may know, a portion of
these dues goes to the Buddhist Churches of America (approx. $140 per person). The balance of your dues
supports the general operations of the Temple. Temple dues are due in the first quarter of the calendar year.
Please return an updated membership form to the Temple Office with your dues payment. If you have an Email
address, please print this clearly on your membership form so we can communicate to members in this manner,
when possible. Thank you.
Dues may be paid by credit card and/or may be paid in three equal payments. Please contact the Temple Office
for details. A transaction fee will be added to your dues when using the credit card method of payment.
Single membership - $260 + $10 cleaning fee = $270
Couple or family - $520 + $20 cleaning fee = $540
San Juan/Hollister Howakai – half the single rate ($135) or couple rate ($270)

Donations in excess of the required membership dues are always welcomed .

CANCELLATION OF EVENTS
Watsonville Annual Bonsai Show: Sunday, April 26 from 10am to 4pm
at the Watsonville Buddhist Temple.
Watsonville-Santa Cruz J.A.C.L. Community Picnic: Saturday, June 20, 2020.
The picnic will be rescheduled for Sat. June 19, 2021 at the Aptos Village Park.
Kokoro No Gakko Cultural Program: June 22 to July 2, 2020

1 Bedroom Temple Apartment for Rent
One bedroom/one bathroom; Living Room, Kitchen and Dining area. Rent includes water and garbage. Onsite laundry facilities (coin-operated). Preference given to Temple members. Interested parties are asked to
contact: Barbara Shingai, c/o Apt. Committee at 831-840-3301. All rental applications will be reviewed by
Temple Apartment Committee.
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Highlights of Temple Board Meeting – April 2020
Minister’s Report:
● Made several calls to elderly temple members to check on them.
● Maintaining a BLOG on temple website regularly.
● Recorded video sermons for past 3 weeks which are on the temple website.
● Conducting meetings by ZOOM program.
● Holding a weekly E-Chat session on Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm.
● Taking an online class on “Buddhism through Its Scriptures” through Harvard University.
● Met with Reverends from each District, with Bishop and BCA President. BCA is discussing what to do about dues
and possibility of suspending dues from temples to BCA.
● Meeting with Ministers Assistants; 1-hr study session with weekly reading assignments & questions/answer
process.
● Added a “donation button” to Temple website on home page. Money will go into Temple master account. Trying
to make the button larger and more noticeable.
● May events at Temple are tentative:
● Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Salinas Buddhist Temple & Watsonville/Monterey Temples with
Office of the Bishop: effective April 1, 2020. Rev. Shinseki will be supervising minister for Salinas Temple.
● Sunday, April 12: Sunday/Shotsuki service – will be live streamed at 10am. There will be a YouTube link on temple
website.
● Bishop Retirement has been postponed to a future date (TBD).
● Tri-Temple Report: Next Tri-Temple meeting: 5/21/20 in Watsonville @ 7pm.
Old Business:
● Solar Project: County Permit pending due to County Offices closed. Tentative start date: May 2, 2020
● Salvation Army Meal Program: Temple applied for Social Welfare Grant through BCA. Monies will be used for this
program.
● Otonowa Concert: Very successful and enjoyed by all. Many thanks to everyone who helped make this concert
possible.
New Business:
● Future services and events: Fireworks will go forward unless either Phantom or the City decide not to proceed.
— Obon: Temple delayed decision about Obon until May Board meeting. Obon may be cancelled or if Obon
happens this year, it will likely be postponed until August or Sept.
● Approved Refinishing the Gym Floor, Conference Room, and main hallway to Hondo.
Next Meeting: Tues., May 5, 2020 @ 7:30 pm. (plus May Shotsuki on Sun., May 3 - 1 @ 10am)
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The Paper Caper
I was leery about meeting Nick at the bar,
But I said, "Sure, kid, Jose's Cantina is not too far."
As I hopped off the treadmill and put on my boot,
I wondered if I was headed for another dispute.
While ordering a round of pretzels and beer,
My heart was thumping, frozen with fear.
I suddenly heard the roar of a big SUV,
And saw a large figure, lumbering towards me.
He yelled, "Hand it over," in a boisterous voice,
So I gave him my pretzel ~ given no choice.
When I saw his tight grip on a Colt 45,
I had misgivings about leaving there alive.
He insisted COVID-19 was merely a hoax,
And the run on paper products is just a joke.
In his drunken stupor, he told me he fears,
Losing his stockpile of Corona beers.
Nick said he was sorry for being a bully.
I didn't believe him because he was so unruly.
Slurring his words, he tearfully said,
"I have no friends ~ I wish I were dead."
"My five-bedroom ranch house includes jacuzzis,
I have money to burn and three Lamborghinis.
Two resorts in Tahoe with numerous rentals,
And all my vacations are trans continentals."
"But you can have it all if you'll do me one favor.
By any means possible, get me some toilet paper!"
I said, "Not this time, Nick ~ I don't want to offend,
But our friendship has finally come to an end."
With a jolt, I awoke at the buzzing of my clock.
It ended my dream and all the double talk.
We need an escape from breaking news and rumors.
If you are stressed ~ I hope you enjoyed the humor.
janice tao
(4-2020)
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Email:

buddhist@wbtemple.org

Website: www.wbtemple.org
Twitter:

Twitter@WatsonvilleBT
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Grunnagle-Ament-Nelson
Jim Stephens
Marchel V. Nelson

Watsonville Buddhist Temple does not endorse any
advertisers in this newsletter.

Follow us on Twitter @WatsonvilleBT
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