
 1 

  
ICHIMI     
Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
423 Bridge Street          
Watsonville, California 95076 
Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 
 

Return Service Requested  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
            
 
 
                           

 
 
 
 

Tentative Schedule of  July 2021 Events 

Schedule of events will be re-evaluated based on the current status of COVID-19.  
 

 

Thurs.- Sun. July 1-4 - FIREWORKS SALES FOR TEMPLE (11am-8pm) 

 
Sun., July 4 - No Sunday Service 

 
Tues., July 6 - Temple Board (Zoom) Meeting @ 7pm 

 
Sun., July 11 - No Watsonville Sunday Service  

 
Sun., July 18 - Sunday/Hatsubon Service @ 10am (In-Person & also Live Streaming) 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Yuki Sugahara, Oregon Buddhist Temple  
For Sunday Service:  Log onto:   www.wbtemple.org   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0IcKHEliJuw5fouMUUlEMA 
 

Sun., July 25 - No Watsonville Sunday Service  
 

 
Temple Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 

Temple Office is temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. By Appointment only. 
Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org         Website:  www.wbtemple.org 
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Transformations 
 

I wish to share the merit of writing this work                                 
equally with all beings, 

So that we may all awaken aspiration for Bodhi and together 
attain birth in the Land of Peace and Bliss. 

 

Throughout our lives we are constantly changing and evolving.  The Buddha’s initial 

teaching and his continual message to his followers was this truth of change.  If you 

have been to or ever attended a service, lecture or seminar at the Buddhist Temple 

you probably have heard the truth of impermanence being taught.  We should make it 

clear that change comes in many forms and not all change is bad or negative.  In fact, 

most of the changes we see and experience are positive.  And if we embrace this truth 

in our lives, we cannot and will not make judgements about the changes, but just 

view them as a truth of life. 

 

As we examine the world today, we see that all of us are changing, or perhaps we 

should say that the true and real self emerges.  Despite traditional social norms of 

male and female, we no longer see nor need those traditional gender roles.  To those 

who do not understand the transformations that we go through may not fit their idea 

of what is expected of us.  But in truth it is not our “job” to convince them or pander 

to them and their expectations.  It is their “job” to open their eyes to the truth of who 

we are.  

 

In Shinran’s lifetime we see a transformation not unlike what we see happening  

today.  Shinran was born in 1173 as Matsuwakamaro in Kyoto Japan.  He was a 

young boy like any other until the age of 9 when he was taken to Mount Hiei and  

became Hanen the young boy/monk.  There he changed from a young boy to a  

Tendai monk and followed all the disciplines of the monastery.  At the age of 29 yet 

again, he changed his name to Shakku and left Mount Hiei and joined Honen Shonin.  

He became what the rest of the world saw as a rebel and deserter to the cause. 

Shinran then took on the name Zenshin.  While in Exile, he was no longer a monk, 

and yet not a layperson and took on the name, Gutoku Shinran, the ignorant stubble 

haired one.  Finally after his death, Shinran was given the posthumous name of 

Zenshin Daishi. 

 

At each moment when we see Shinran’s name change, it is a moment of  

transformation for him.  He moves from an impressionable nine year old, to a monk 

searching for the truth, to a middle aged man who sees himself clearly and honestly.  

Not the whole world was ready for Shinran’s transformation, but enough people  

accepted Shinran for who he was  and the teachings he shared.  
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Continued from page 2 
 

I believe that Shinran was very comfortable with who he was because of his faith in Amida Buddha 

and his vow that accepts us all just as we are.  Today, 800 years later that has not changed. Amida ac-

cepts us all through the many transformations we go through.  The Buddhist temple represents that 

acceptance and inclusion of Amida Buddha. 

 

Whether you are gay, straight, lesbian, bi-sexual, transgender, Amida Buddha accepts us just as we 

are.  Through all our transformations from the moment we are born until we die, we are embraced by 

the Buddha and not forsaken.   

 

Like Shinran, the world may not always understand the transformations that we go through, but there 

is shelter from the ignorance and hate of the world in Namoamidabutsu.  

 

Gassho, 

Rev. Hosei Shinseki 

______________________________ 

 

Here is Rev. Shinseki’s article in the Religious section of the Pajaronian newspaper  

from the June 2021 issue for you to enjoy reading. 

 

New Habits 
 
Ever since the COVID 19 pandemic entered our lives we have had to change the way we do things 
quite a bit.  We are careful about who we encounter, we wear our masks, we practice social  
distancing, we wash our hands more often, and we clean with wipes like never before.  
 
Now we are moving into a new “tier” here in our county and things are beginning to open up.  The 
habits we have acquired since last March will be hard to let go of for some. These new habits are a 
good thing, in my mind. We are making life cleaner and healthier for us and those around us.  It 
wouldn’t be so bad to continue practicing the new habits we have acquired. 
 
If we can do that we can also develop new habits in other ways.  The Buddha taught us to look at the 
world with the eyes of truth.  What that means is that we can develop the habit of seeing the world of 
cause and effect.  Everything we possess comes to us by a series of causes and conditions. Every  
experience good and bad comes about by a series of causes and conditions as well.   
 
The next time you take a breath of air, think of your relationship to all the plants around you and the 
oxygen they provide.  The next time you taste your favorite food, savor it and think of the grocer, the 
farmer and the cook that provides you with the joy and sustenance you receive.  
 
If we can develop the habit of seeing the world this way, two things will happen.   One we will  
develop a deeper sense of gratitude for the things we enjoy and the people we love.   Secondly we will 
develop a deeper understanding of the events in our life resulting in an acceptance of the world as it is, 
and compassion for others. 
 
These are good habits to develop.  Like wearing a mask and cleaning our hands, we can keep  
ourselves our bodies healthy.  By developing the habit of seeing the world as it truly is, we can keep 
our minds and hearts healthy. 
 
Gassho, 
Rev. Hosei Shinseki 
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Temple Fireworks 

Booth 

 

WE NEED YOU! 

July 1– July 4; 11:00 am to 8:00 pm 
 

Our Fireworks fund raiser is one of the Temple’s biggest fund raisers and we need your 
help.  This year’s booth has been reconfigured with distance markers, plastic shielding, 

disinfectants and face masks to help keep everyone safe.  
 

If you cannot help in the booth, you can still support the temple by bringing food 
(individually wrapped is preferred), buying fireworks, waving a flag  

or stopping by and giving your support. 
Please contact Yoshie or the Temple office so we can schedule your shift or  

know what day you are bringing food for the temple volunteers. 
 

Yoshie Maemura @ 840-2996 - jykmae@yahoo.com  
Temple Office @ 724-7860 - buddhist@wbtemple.org 

Mochi Grinding  

Machine 

 

Do you have a working Mochi Grinding 

Machine that is collecting dust and              

needs a home? 

The Temple is looking for a Mochi                

Grinding Machine that could possibly be 

used at our Mochi Tsuki. 

If you would like to donate your machine, 

please contact the Temple Office 

831.724.7860 

buddhist@wbtemple.org 
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Dear Gakko friends and families, 

For numerous critical reasons, the Kokoro no Gakko Board of Directors has determined that 
it will not be feasible to plan for and convene the Gakko program in-person this summer due 
to continued pandemic-related uncertainties. Instead, to help maintain connections to our 
Gakko community and Japanese-American culture, and to have some fun and learn, we will 
be organizing and hosting a variety of on-line activities that Gakko students and family  
members can participate in free-of-charge during our normal Gakko dates (June 21 - July 2, 
2021). We will have classes on taiko, origami, Japanese stories, our favorite Gakko songs,   
sumi-e, cooking demonstrations, and more, by members of our Gakko community and other 
available resources. Please check the Kokoro no Gakko website                                           
(http://www.kokoronogakko.org/)  and Facebook page  for the schedule, and how to       
register.  We miss Gakko but are hopeful that together we can create a sense of connection, 
fun, and learning that will sustain the program and our community at a time when we all so           
desperately need it!  If you have  questions or would like to be a part of the Gakko program 
for 2021, please email kokoronogakkowatsonville@gmail.com. 

Best, 

Kokoro no Gakko Board of Directors   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bingo Game #5 has come to a close! 
   

 

  CONGRATULATIONS TO GAME #5 WINNERS: 
    #1 - Pat Yamada ($30 Target gift card) 
    #2 - Phyllis Nakano ($20 Target gift card) 
    #3 - Susan Uyematsu ($10 Target gift card) 

 
There will be a summer break so no Bingo during the summer months.  

 
 

http://www.kokoronogakko.org/
mailto:kokoronogakkowatsonville@gmail.com
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2021 Obon 
 

The 2021 Obon Festival has been cancelled until next year when we can hopefully gather together 
and celebrate our lives in gratitude to those who have gone before us.  As you know, Obon is not just 
a festival, but is an important memorial service held yearly to honor those who have died since the 
2020 Obon.   
 
This year we are happy to conduct the Hatsubon (First Obon) memorial service on Sunday, July 18 th 
at 10:00 am.  As of this writing, we can conduct our Hatsubon with members in the Hondo.  We are 
allowed to have 50% capacity in the Hondo.  If we go over the 50% capacity, guests will be asked to 
gather in the conference room and watch the service as it is streamed on live TV.   
 
This year we will have both in-person and live streaming of the Hatsubon service.  If you decide to 
come to the temple for the service, we will be following COVID 19 protocols.  We ask you to wear 
your masks during the service.  We will be taking temperatures of everyone entering the hondo and 
ask that you sign in with your name and contact information.  If you decide to watch from home, you 
can tune into the Watsonville YouTube site at:  
  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0IcKHEliJuw5fouMUUlEMA 
 
We are pleased to have as our guest speaker, Reverend Yuki Sugahara of the Oregon Buddhist  
Temple.  Please join us on July 18th at 10:00 am. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Rev. Yuki Sugahara 

 

 

about:blank
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This year we honor and remember the following temple members  
& their family members: 

 
  Akiyama, Tom   Kawasaki, Yoshiko 
  Fujii, Kimiye    Matsunami, Sadao 
  Fujii, Laura    Misumi, Rodney 
  Hane, Akihiro   Murakami, Tom 
  Hane, Ken    Sakuma, Henry 
  Hayashida, Louie   Sakuma, Yoshie 
  Hirahara, Satoshi   Tao, Roger 
       Yoshida, Charles 
 

Hatsubon Service 
The legend of Obon began with the disciple Mokuren (Mogallana)  
whose powers of insight allowed him to view other worlds.  While in deep  
Meditation, he is shocked to see his mother suffering in the lower realm  
of the Gaki or hungry ghosts. Mogallana goes to the Buddha and asks how  
he can relieve her suffering.  Shakyamuni Buddha then said, "Mokuren,  
after your mother's death, she fell into the path of hunger because of  
her greed. Your mother always persisted in wanting to have material  
things. She only thought of herself, and because she never cared about  
others, she is now receiving her punishment. If you want to help her, the  
only thing to do is to go to the priests on July fifteenth. At that time, there  
will be many priests. Practice dana by making offerings of foods and  
beverages to the priests. With this selfless act, his mother is released from  
her suffering and seeing this Mogallana dances for joy.  This is the  
beginning of the tradition of Obon. 

  
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  

 

Sun., Oct. 24, 2021 - (Virtual) CD Nembutsu Family Conference 
 

THEME:  KANSHA (Gratitude) 
 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Harry Bridge, Oakland Buddhist Temple 

Hosted by Watsonville.  More information will be forthcoming. 
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In Gratitude to All Who Supported “The Betrayed” Play 
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JUNE SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL 

Sunday, June 6, 2021 @ 10am; Live Streaming  

           

        2021 
 Memorial Service Schedule 

 
 Year of Death Service  Year of Death Service 
      2020  1st Year            1997  25th Annual 
      2019  3rd Annual                  1989  33rd Annual 
      2015  7th Annual       1972  50th Annual 
      2009  13th Annual       1922  100th Annual 
      2005  17th Annual  

 
 

 

JULY Shotsuki Hoyo  (Service held on Sun., June 6, 2021) 
 

Akimoto, Keiko   Matano, Yoshio   Takeuchi, Sugako  
Akiyama, Tom   Mine, Isekichi    Tamasu, Masao 
Arao, Alan    Misumi, Jim Naoto   Tanimasa, George 
Arao, Ted Tetsuo   Mito, Mary    Tao, Kazu 
Fujita, Asa    Nagata, Takeo    Terasaki, Kichisaburo 
Hamai, Nobuko   Nakahara, Robert   Teshima, Hubert 
Hamai, Sosuke   Nakamoto, Motoichi   Tsuchiyama, Sunao 
Hanayama, Rev. Shousei    Nakashima, Mikie   Uyeda, Sen 
     Katsukiyo    Nakashima, Mitsuteru   Wada, Utako 
Haneta, Sumiko   Niiyama, Ayako   Wada, Hiroshi George 
Hattori, Kin    Nishihara, Mitts   Wakayama, Hiroko 
Higaki, Thomas Tsuyoshi  Nishita, Ronald Toshiyuki  Yamaguchi, Tadayoshi 
Hirano, Isao    Nitta, Isano    Yamamoto, Aiko 
Ikeda, Midori    Nitta, Tokujiro   Yamamoto, Fuku 
Inokuchi, Takeshi George  Oita, Suwa    Yamaoka, Akei 
Iwami, Shige    Ota, Yaeko    Yamaoka, Kousaku Kay 
Izumi, George    Sasano, Katsukazu   Yokoi, Shizu 
Kamigawachi, Carmel  Sasano, Yoshiko   Yoshizumi, Tsuru 
Kawasaki, Fuji   Shimonishi, Torasuke 
Kawasaki, Sanosuke   Shingai, Chiyoko 
Konishi, Aki    Shingai, Fuku 
Kurimoto, Fusayo   Shingai, Isaac 
Kusumoto, Amiko   Shingai, Seki Inouye 
Kusumoto, Satsuki   Sugimoto, George Kazuo 
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DONATIONS (as of 06/13/2021) – Watsonville Buddhist Temple gratefully  

acknowledges your generous support: 

In Appreciation                 
Inokuchi, TJ & Shirley - Christopher’s college graduation 
Katsuyama Family - In Memory of Mitsuye Katsuyama, 1 year service 
Misumi, Alice - In Memory of Rodney Misumi 
Ura Gavin, Jennifer – Kai’s birthday & finishing 1st yr of college   
 
Gotan-E      Legacy Fund 

Akiyama, Isamu & Kiiko    Tao, Paul & Kim 

Kajisa, Hisako 

Mito, Ron & Millicent    Donations for “The Betrayed” 

Tao, Shizuko      Oishi, Joyce 

Yamashita, Toshiko     Sakaishi, Irene 

       Sakamoto, Doris 

Ohigan      Yamamoto, Bruce 

Matano, Susumu & Michiko    Yamasaki Family/Nishikawa, Betty 

    

Shotsuki Hoyo 

Akiyoshi, Asayo    Nishihara, Yoshiko 

Akiyoshi, David    Shingai, Barbara & Bob 

Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia (2)  Tanimasa, Fumi 

Hoshiyama Family    Tsudama, Ted & Shirley 

Hester, Peter & Hasebe, Lily   Umeda, Yoko (2) 

Kamigawachi, Harvey   Uyematsu, Richard & Susan   

Kozuki, Ryoko    Wada, Ted 

Maemura, John & Yoshie   Yamashita, Toshiko 

Misumi, Alice     Yokomizo, Donna & Cliff 

Mito, Ron & Millicent     

Nishihara, Eiko    Senior Meal Donation 

      Akiyoshi, Asayo 

      Misumi, Alice 

 
2021 TEMPLE DUES are overdue & payable now  

(were due no later than March 31, 2021).   
Your dues support the general operations of the Temple.   

Please submit to Temple Office as soon as possible. 
Your prompt payment will be greatly appreciated. 

  

(As of 06/13/21): The following members donated more than their annual 2021 temple dues 
 

  Teruo Kimura     Paul & Kim Tao 

  Doug & Sharyn Nakashima   Howard & Aileen Tsukiji 

   

 WELCOME . . . Eunice Yamaguchi as a new Temple Member 
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Memorial Day Gathering at PV Memorial Park & San Juan Bautista—May 30, 2021 
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Highlights of Temple Board Meeting – June 1, 2021 

  
Minister’s Report:   

*CD sponsored virtual Gotan-E service on May 16, 2021; Guest Speaker: Rev. Grant Ikuta from Canada.  Approx. 

135 people attended. 

*Outdoor Cemetery Services were held on May 30:  9a – Pioneer; 10a – PV Memorial Park (about 40-50 people 

attended); 11:30a – San Juan Bautista (about 20-30 people attended).  Masks/social distancing required.  

*June/July Shotsuki service will be held on Sun., June 6 @ 10a.  A private (in-person) memorial service was also 

held at 12N.  Temple will observe proper precautions (e.g. social distancing, temperature checks, etc.) 

*Hatsubon service:  July 18, 2021.  It will be an in-person and live streamed service. 

*Reopening Temple for services:  Board will continue to review written protocols for reopening temple for in-

person services.  Projected reopening for in-person services:  Fall 2021.  More information will be forthcoming. 

 

General Business: 

*Temple Projects:  1) Dharma Wheel installed to right of front Hondo doors, 2) Replaced two doors (one  

immediately behind Hondo organ & back sidedoor to kitchen), 3) Replacing thermostats in Temple; 4) Replacement 

of fences around temple is in process.   

*Virtual Play – “The Betrayed” on  Sat., May 22 from 1p to 3p.  Very successful turnout. Estimated 286 tickets sold. 
Many thanks to Rev. Shinseki for his leadership & guidance and to the Planning Committee for all their work  
handling the promotion, ticket sales, and overall logistics of the event.   
*Fireworks Sales will take place this year from July 1 to July 4 (11am to 8pm), provided nothing changes with the 

City of Watsonville.  Perry Yoshida is chairperson of event and Yoshie Maemura is handling the coordination/

scheduling of volunteer help.   

*Temple Clean-up Project List:  As there are always things that can be done at the Temple, project list is being  

prepared.  Any volunteers interested in helping is always appreciated.  More information will be forthcoming. 

 

Upcoming Services: 

Sun., June 6:    Sunday/June & July Shotsuki Hoyo/Graduation Service  @ 10am (LIVE-STREAMING) 

Sun., June 13:  Sunday Service @ 10am (LIVE-STREAMING) 

Sun., June 20:  Sunday Service @ 10am (LIVE-STREAMING) 

Sun., June 27:  NO Sunday Service  

Sun., July 18:   Hatsubon Service @ 10am (IN-PERSON & LIVE-STREAMING) 

 

Next Board Meeting:  Tues., July 6, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m.  (ZOOM) 
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               A Heart-to-Heart 
 
 For much too long, we have been missing 
 The vintage art of talking and listening.  
 It is time to return to feel-good emotions. 
 To put into motion ~ love and devotion. 
 
 During the past one year and a half, 
 Anxiety replaced the smiles and laughs. 
 When doubt sets in and things don't jell, 
 A heart-to-heart talk ~ always works well. 
  
 I just reunited with a long-time friend, 
 From many moons ago, way back when. 
 It was so refreshing to sit and chat, 
 About a different world ~ thinking back. 
 
 Those were the days of the drive-in movie, 
 When jukebox music was hot and groovy. 
 The era when the young were flying high, 
 And she happily found her Perfect Guy. 
 
 Both, apprehensively, exchanging glances, 
 Always wondering, "What are my chances?" 
 The stars aligned from their very first date, 
 Eventually becoming everlasting soulmates, 
 
 Leading to a beautiful, abundant life, 
 Without the usual stress and strife. 
 A close-knit family and loving grandchild, 
 Proves that love never goes out of style. 
 
 By the end of our talk, the coffee was cold, 
 But our heart-to-heart was absolutely gold. 
 Through tears and humor, she came alive, 
 So I knew in my heart~ she will survive. 
 
 Stardust that drifts from the Summer sky, 
 Is a heavenly gift from her Perfect Guy. 
 In time ~ when the stars are again aligned, 
 It will bring solace ~ and peace of mind. 
 

                          janice tao 
                               (6-21) 
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Email:      buddhist@wbtemple.org 
 

Website:   www.wbtemple.org 

Twitter:    Twitter@WatsonvilleBT 

mailto:buddhist@wbtemple.org
http://www.wbtemple.org
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Follow us on Twitter @WatsonvilleBT 

Watsonville Buddhist Temple does not endorse any  

advertisers in this newsletter. 

Grunnagle-Ament-Nelson 

 

Jim Stephens 

Marchel V. Nelson 

 


