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Tentative Schedule of  May & June 2022 Events 

[Sunday Services will be in-person and live streamed on Temple YouTube channel) 
 

Sun., May 1, 2022 - Sunday Service @ 10am (video streaming) - No in-person service 
Tues., May 3, 2022 - Temple Board (Zoom) Meeting @ 7pm 

Sun., May 8, 2022 – Sunday/Shotsuki Hoyo/Gotan-E Service @ 10am  
Sun., May 15 & 22, 2022 -  Sunday Service @ 10am  

Sun., May 29 - Memorial Day Cemetery Services  
9am Pioneer; 10am PV Mem’l Park; 11:30am San Juan Bautista 

 
Sun., June 5, 2022 - Sunday/Shotsuki Hoyo/Graduation Service @ 10am  

Tues., June 7, 2022 - Temple Board (Zoom) Meeting @ 7pm 
Sun., June 12, 19, and 26, 2022 – Sunday Service @ 10am  

 
July 1 - 4, 2022 Fireworks Sales 

NO RUMMAGE SALE this year in August 2022 
 

     Temple Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 
Temple Office is temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. By Appointment only. 

Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org    Website:   www.wbtemple.org 

Twitter:    Twitter@WatsonvilleBT 
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Gotane 

 
“It is evident that the Shonin was a manifestation of Amida Nyorai.   
Therefore, his teaching must be regarded as a direct communication of Amida, 
which is one hand to dispel the darkness of this defiled world by means of the 
pure light of wisdom, and on the other to give the necessary moisture by send-
ing down the spiritual rain of nectar on us who are ignorant and confused and 
dying of dryness of heart, so let us, in adoration believe this.” 
 
This month we celebrate the birth of our founder Shinran Shonin.  It is a time 
for us to reflect on his life and more importantly his teaching and fulfil his 
wish that we all experience stability and peace of mind now, at this moment.  
The question is, “Who needs stability and peace of mind?” 
 
How many of you sometime have used bad language?  How many have done 
bad or nasty things?  How many have hurt others by your words?  How many 
of you have criticized or talked behind the backs of others?  How many of you 
have anxiety over the effects of your thoughts words and actions that you have 
used? How many of you feel unfulfilled, not loved, not understood?  If you 
answered yes to just one, then you need stability and peace of mind. 
 
Shinran called himself a bald, ignorant fool because he suffered anxieties over 
his thoughts, words and actions. And for that reason, he desired realization of 
the Pure Land or enlightenment itself. Because, when our thoughts are  
directed towards the Pure Land, we become more conscious of this life, of  
this moment. 
 
This is the reason we need to listen to the Buddha’s teachings and that is why 
we say Namoamidabutsu.  We listen to the Buddha’s teaching to cultivate the 
mind and heart that realizes that everything we do, one step, one smile, one 
sourpuss face, even one thought, affects my life and the life of others.  When 
we understand this, we call the Buddha’s name, Namoamidabutsu. 
 
And when we recite the Buddha’s name it is an expression that this or that  
affects my life, and has affected my life.  It is actually taking effect on my life 
at this very moment.  To say Namoamidabutsu, is to know and experience the 
fact that my world of truth affects my life, has affected my life and continues 
to affect my life at this very moment.  Despite our anxieties, we may continue 
to live with stability and peace of mind.  
 
Gassho, 
Rev. Hosei Shinseki 
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BCA Ministers Association  
Statement on the Russian  

Invasion of Ukraine 
 
Updated: Mar 12 
 

Guided by the Buddhist principles of Wisdom & Compassion, the Ministers Association of the 
Buddhist Churches of America opposes the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Buddha taught that 
Greed, Hatred, and Ignorance are poisons, and we see all three fueling this war.  
 
Wisdom recognizes that all things are Interconnected, and the fallout from this war will affect 
not only the innocent civilians and refugees but so many others as well, from the soldiers on 
both sides, to the environment and to the entire world.  
 
Buddha’s Compassion recognizes that all life has value and happiness for all beings is the ideal. 
This is seen in the Metta Sutta with the aspiration, “May all beings be happy – May they be  
joyous and living in safety.” Our founder, Shinran Shonin, expressed the wish, “May there be 
peace in the world.”  
 
We are in favor of relief to the victims, and call for this war to end. 
 

 

 

Temple COVID Update 

 
The Temple is now open for Sunday services. 

Masks are required when inside the church. 

 

We will be following our COVID guidelines and will keep you apprised of any 

changes.  Your patience & understanding is greatly appreciated  

during these challenging times.   
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Here is Rev. Shinseki’s article in the Religious section of the Pajaronian newspaper  

from the February 2022 issue for you to enjoy reading. 

 
Take a Break 

Our life can be very demanding; we sometimes cannot tell one day from the next.  Even amidst 
a pandemic when we spend a good deal of time indoors we busy ourselves with chores and  

other things to keep us busy.  I would like to share with you a Japanese term, “Ishogashii” 忙し

い.  The term translates as busy.  It is also used in reference to stress.  What is interesting about 

the Japanese characters shared here is that it is made up of two parts.  The first part on the left is 
kokoro meaning the mind/heart and the second half means to destroy, lose or dying.  The mean-
ing of busy in Japanese means to destroy or lose one’s mind and heart. 
 
Even the busy hummingbird, the animal with the highest metabolism takes a break, a timeout to 
rest and conserve energy.  We see the hummingbird stop and rest on the branches of trees.  A 
hummingbird lets the world hold it up as it rests on the branch. The hummingbird does not try 
to be anything but itself.  We can take a lesson from the small and busy hummingbird. 
 
Instead of trying to hold up the world, we can take a different stand and let the world hold us 
up. This requires us to look at the world from a different perspective.   So much is being done 
for us on a daily basis that we are unaware of.  We forget that the world is supporting and  
sustaining our lives.  From the earth we live on, to the air that we breathe, the food that sustains 
our lives, the whole world is working for our benefit. This is the definition of what the Buddha 
called a sangha.   
 
Realizing that we are a part of a greater whole opens our eyes and frees us from the prison of 
individualism.  If we can take a deep breath and relax and let the world work its wonders for us, 
we will no longer feel separate and we will realize harmony and happiness in our families, our 
communities and the world.  This insight requires time and cultivation, by taking time to see the 
interconnectedness of all things we gain a deeper appreciation of the world around us.   
 
Take a break, take a deep breath and let the world hold you up and you will begin to see things 
differently. 
 
In Gassho, 
Rev. Hosei Shinseki 

  
 
 

 

 

On behalf of the Sangha of the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, we wish to  

extend our deepest condolences to the families of  

Hisako Kajisa and Shizuko Kikuchi. 

Namo-Amida Butsu  
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Watsonville Buddhist Temple  

Protocols for Temple Facilities 
  

The following procedures have been defined so that the Temple’s congregation will know 

what the Temple has done to maintain a safe environment when reopening for temple  

facilities.  In-Person Sunday services resumed on Sun., April 3. 
  

Entrance (Upon arrival to temple; entering through Kitchen back door or through 

front entrance - Hondo): 

    ■  Windows will be opened during meeting/gathering for outside air circulation/ 

          ventilation 

    ■  When entering the Temple: 

                    - Guests will sign-in (so Temple knows who attended/contact tracing); waiver  

                    statement documented on sign-in sheets 

                    - Guests wear facial masks; recommend KN95 or N95 mask (if guest does not  

                    have this type of mask, one will be provided) FOR SERVICES ONLY 

                    - Guests will be asked to use hand-sanitizer to clean hands before entering  

                    - Guests will maintain social distancing whenever possible  

                    - If guests are not feeling well, they should stay home. 

                    - Gloves are available, if requested 
  

   ■  No food refreshments provided (to avoid gatherings of people) 
  

   ■  Social gatherings not recommended before and after gatherings and guests are to leave  

        the Temple in an orderly manner. 
  

   ■  Before group leaves the Temple, please check the following: 

- Sweep /dust mop floors for any debris 

- Wipe down table tops for any debris 

- Wipe down kitchen stainless-steel countertops with damp cloth & sweep/ 

wet mop (with water mop) on floors; wipe down stove top/oven as needed  

- Empty garbage can(s) 

- Check wall thermostats, lights, water faucets to be sure they are off 

- Check windows and/or exit doors to be sure they are locked 

- Set alarm at kitchen back door and exit building 

- Lock dead bolt on back kitchen door when exiting. 

  

      The Temple Board will continue to review/refine re-opening protocols on a monthly basis. 

      It is everyone’s responsibility to help keep the Temple facilities clean for the next use. The 

group’s leader will be responsible for their group’s compliance to these protocols.  Report 

any problems you might have to the Temple Office (724-7860). 

  
Updated by WBT Board of Directors 04/05/22 
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Here is Rev. Shinseki’s article in the Religious section of the Pajaronian newspaper  

from the March 2022 issue for you to enjoy reading. 

 

Spring Equinox 
 

In the next few weeks we will turn our clocks forward and then later in March the first day of 
Spring will arrive.  The Buddhist celebration of the Spring Equinox is called Ohigan in  
Japanese.  This year’s celebration takes on greater significance as we begin to open up from the 
ravages of the COVID pandemic.   
 
Spring has always been associated with a feeling of hope, a feeling of rebirth. On March 20th, the 
sun will rise directly from the East and set directly in the West.  The length of day and night will 
be the same, the weather will be neither too hot nor too cold.  Nature will be in  
balance on the day of the equinox.  Buddhist celebrate this day as a reminder that balance in na-
ture is an example of harmony.  The question for all of us is how can we find balance and harmo-
ny in our lives? 
 
The Buddha shared with us that the Six Paramitas or the Six Perfections are the way to find hap-
piness, harmony and balance in our lives.  The Buddha also shared that it is during the Spring 
Equinox that the practice of these perfections can best be practiced. 
 
The Six Paramitas or Perfections are:  Dana, being generous and helpful; Sila, being pure and vir-
tuous; Ksanti, being patient; Virya, being energetic and persevering; Dhyana, perfecting concen-
tration and mindfulness; Parjna, gain wisdom to see the world as it truly is.   
 
In a world experiencing war that ravages the lives of thousand we are reminded of the words of 
Shinran Shonin, “May peace and tranquility prevail, and the Buddha Dharma spread.”  Peace, 
tranquility and harmony can be realized by practicing the Six Perfections in our lives, and ideally 
spread those teachings beyond our homes, into our communities and to the world.  
 

In Gassho, 

 

Rev. Hosei Shinseki 

  

 

Memorial Day Cemetery Services 

Sunday, May 29, 2022 
 

9am - Pioneer; 10am - PV Memorial Park;  

11:30am - San Juan Bautista 
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MAY SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL 

Sunday, May 8, 2022 @ 10am; In-Person  

           

        2022 
 Memorial Service Schedule 

 
 Year of Death Service  Year of Death Service 
           2021  1st Year            1998  25th Annual 
      2010  3rd Annual                  1990  33rd Annual 
      2016  7th Annual       1973  50th Annual 
      2010  13th Annual       1923  100th Annual 
      2006  17th Annual  

Akiyama, Hideo   Izumizaki, Fumiyo   Takamune, Rin 

Akiyoshi, Jutaro   Kadotani, Haru   Takei, Iowa 

Aramaki, Fujie    Kajihara, Ippei   Tamasu, Chieko 

Akiyoshi, Fumiye   Kamigawachi, Evelyn Misao  Tao, Mitsue 

Aramaki, Fujie   Kato, Tadaaki    Tawamoto, Hisa 

Arao, Akiharu    Kawamoto, Jim   Teshima, Akira 

Arao, Tamehachi   Kawasaki, Sake   Tsuda, Frances 

Chihara, Akino   Kimura, George   Tsuda, Matsue 

Etow, Yayeno    Kuroiwa, Kichiemon   Tsuji, Yoshie 

Flanagan, Sharon   Maemura, Toshikazu   Uchimaru, Gary 

Fujii, Chiyoko    Marui, Youemon   Uchimaru, George 

Fujii, Sumito    Matsunami, Mitsuo   Uchimaru, Shizue 

Fujii, Yuichi    Misumi, Yoshino   Uemura, Hisako 

Fujita, Yoshio    Morikawa, Okon   Ura, Dorothy 

Hamada, Michiko    Morimoto, Reymi   Uyematsu, Teiko 

Hashimoto, Hideo   Morimoto, Yoshi   Wada, Masao 

Hashimoto, Noriyuki   Morishima, Chieko   Yamamoto, Emi 

Hayashida, Kichiji    Muronaka, Hiroshi   Yoshida, Masao 

Higaki, Mariko   Nishita, Betty    Yoshii, Senzo 

Hirahara, Fumio   Ouchida, Misako Kawasaki     

Hirahara, Takeso   Sakamoto, Michiko 

Horibe, Frank Yoshimi  Sakaue, Yoshimi 

Ikeda, Somekichi   Shibata, Hideji 

Iwami, Yasutaro   Shirachi, George 

     Takamune, Masaki 
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Akimoto, Jim Yoshio   Maemura, Jason Tadashi  Takei, Kisaku 
Akiyoshi, Yaeko   Matsui, Midori   Tanimura, Noboru 
Dooka, Akira    Matsumoto, Kenneth   Tao, Takeyo 
Etow, Liliian    Matsunami, Misao   Terasaki, Rosie 
Fujii, Tokio    Matsunami, Tsugumi   Toriumi, Jane Misako 
Hasebe, George   Mine, Bill Matao   Tsudama, Toshiko 
Hashimoto, Mits   Mine, Sachi    Uyematsu, Jim 
Higaki, Osami    Mine, Tom    Uyematsu, Rempei 
Hirahara, Mitoshi   Misumi, Gijiro   Yamamoto, Barbara Sanae 
Hoshiyama, Frances   Miura, Takaji    Yamamoto, Hisa 
Idemoto, Kazuko   Murakami, Shozo   Yamamoto, Ben Tsutomu 
Iwami, Kiyoko Nancy   Muronaka, Tsuyuko Helen  Yamamoto, Masatatsu Bob 
Iyama, Tsunehichi   Nagamine, Tousuke   Yamamoto, Ruth 
Izumizaki, George Yutaka  Nakase, Pauline   Yamane, Sakuichi 
Kamimoto, Tsutae   Nishijima, Norma Taeko  Yamanishi, Akiji 
Katsuyama, Mitsuye   Nishita, Hayakichi   Yamanishi, Jitaro 
Kanda, Momoyo   Oda, Fumiko    Yamanishi, Tadao 
Kimoto, James   Oka, Kanako    Yamashita, Minoru 
Kimoto, Isamu   Okamoto, Mary   Yorita, Misayo 
Kimoto, Tomo    Sadamura, Manzo   Yorita, Toshiteru 
Kobara, Chisako   Shirachi, Tsuya   Yoshimaru, Masato 
Kobara, Kaichi   Sukekane, Chieko  
Kobayashi, Isamu 
Kokka, Shizue 
 
 

Shotsuki Hoyo 
 
Fujii, Eddie    Nishihara, Eiko  Tao, Shizuko 
Fujii, Nobue    Nishihara, Yoshiko  Ura, Esther (2) 
Hasebe, Lily    Nitao, Itaru & Aiko  Uyematsu, Alan & Gayle 
Kaita, Emiko (2)   Okamoto, Itsuko  Jon Yamanishi Family 
Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen  Sakae, Dean & Lisa  Yamanishi, Sayuri 
Kodama, Hisako   Shingai, Barbara & Bob M. Yamashita Family (2) 
Matsunami, Sumiko   Tao, Janice   Yamashita, Toshiko 
Misumi, Alice (2)   Tao, Mitsuyo (2)   Yoshida, Perry & Kim 

JUNE SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL 

Sunday, June 5, 2022 @ 10am; In-Person  

  

 Hanamatsuri Fundraiser 

 DeCarli, Janice   Haneta, Junko 

 Mendoza, Teresa   Mito, Ron & Millicent 

 Yamashita, Toshiko   Yoshida, Riiko 
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In Appreciation           In Memory of Suyeko Eto 
Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia – In Memory of Nami Hashimoto    Yoshida, Mae 
Kadani, Linda - Annual service in San Juan Bta        
Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy – Grandson, Leo’s first birthday       In Memory of George Hoshiyama 
Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy – In Memory of John Tao        Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia 
Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy - In Memory of Teruko Hirahara       Hoshiyama Family 
Lopez, Maria Isabel - In Memory of Tatsue Matoba         
Misumi, Carolyn – In Memory of Mitori Misumi, 8 years        
Misumi, Carolyn – Temple Maintenance          In Memory of Isao Matsui 
Nakamura, Stacy - In Memory of Mas Nakamura         Mio, Diane 
Nishimori, Steven & Karen - In Memory of Satoko Yamamoto 
Sakamoto, Sam & Yae – In Memory of Katsuye Sakamoto & Kin Hattori 
Tamaki Family – In Memory of Miyeko Tamaki 
Westerly, Asayo           In Memory of Akira Kodama, 3-year 
Yamashita, Goro, Shizu & Sumi – In Appreciation       Bungo, Ron & Shirley 
             Doi, Bob & Patsy 
In Memory of Allyce Akiyama         Kodama, Hisako & Family 
Akimoto, Bill & Ida            Tamaki Family 
Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy           Toyoshima, Dennis & Jean 
 
Ohigan 
Akiyama, Isamu & Kiiko  Matsunami, Sumiko   Tao, Mitsuyo 
Akiyama, Jean    Mendoza, Teresa   Tao, Shizuko 
Akiyama, Nobuko   Nishihara, Eiko   Tsuji, Hatsuko 
Fujii, Nobue    Nitao, Itaru & Aiko   Umeda, Yoko 
Hamada, Dennis   Okamoto, Itsuko   Ura, Esther 
Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia  Sakimoto, Hiroko   Wurtenberg, Bill & Gail 
Hirahara, Kaoru   Shingai, Barbara & Bob  Yamamoto, Tee 
Honda, June    Suruki, Tatsuro & Ryoko  Yamashita, Toshiko 
Kaita, Emiko    Tamaki Family   Yoshida, Mae 
Kato, Tad & JoAnn   Tanimasa, Fumi   Yoshida, Perry & Kim 
Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen  Tanimoto, Ken & Alice  Yoshida, Riiko 
Kodama, Hisako   Tao, Janice 
 
Hanamatsuri 
Akiyama, Isamu & Kiiko  Kusumoto, Ken   Tao, Janice 
Akiyama, Jean    Matsunami, Sumiko   Tao, Mitsuyo 
Akiyama, Nobuko   Mendoza, Teresa   Tao, Shizuko 
Akiyoshi, Asayo   Misumi, Alice    Tsuji, Hatsuko 
Akiyoshi, Thomas & Reiko  Nabeta, Caroline   Umeda, Yoko 
Fujii, Nobue    Nishihara, Eiko   Ura, Esther 
Hamada, Dennis   Nitao, Itaru & Aiko   Wurtenberg, Bill & Gail 
Haneta, Tadayoshi & Junko  Ogawa. Rodney & Christine  Yamamoto, Tee 
Hashimoto, Mas & Marcia  Okamoto, Itsuko   Yamashita, Iwao 
Hirahara, Kaoru   Sakimoto, Hiroko   Yamashita, Shizu & Sumi 
Honda, June    Sakuma, Stuart   Yamashita, Toshiko  
Izumizaki, Christine   Shingai, Barbara & Bob  Yoshida, Mae 
Kaita, Emiko    Suruki, Tatsuro & Ryoko  Yoshida, Perry & Kim 
Kato, Tad & JoAnn   Tamaki Family   Yoshida, Riiko 
Kawasaki, Kiyo & Aileen  Tanimasa, Fumi 
     Tanimoto, Ken & Alice 

DONATIONS (as of 04/16/22) – Watsonville Buddhist Temple gratefully  
acknowledges your generous support: 
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          2022 TEMPLE DUES are now overdue.   
Your dues support the general operations of the Temple.   

Please submit to Temple Office as soon as possible. 
Your timely payment will be greatly appreciated. 

  
(As of 04/15/22) :  The following have donated more than their annual 2022 temple dues: 
Akimoto, Bill & Ida   Mendoza, Teresa  Wada, Ted 
Akiyama, Isamu & Kiiko  Minami, Arlene  Yamamoto, Bruce 
Akiyoshi, Asayo   Mine, Gary   Yamamoto, Stuart 
Akiyoshi, David   Morimune, Betty  Yamanishi, Jon & Suzanne 
Hayashi, Arthur   Schwamm, Frances  Yamanishi, Sayuri 
Higaki, Arthur    Tanimasa, Fumi  Yamaoka, Dennis & Kim 
Kato, Tad & JoAnn   Tao, Janice   Yamashita, Shizu 
Kuratomi, Reed & Nancy  Tao, Paul & Kim 
Kusumoto, Ken & Dori  Tsukiji, Howard & Aileen 
           

    
   WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS: 
      
     Lesly & David Dietrich    
     Teresa Mendoza 
      Carol Steele   

Trip to Japan in 2023:  May 6 - 20, 2023 
2023 World BWA Conference & 850th Anniversary of the Birth of Shinran Shonin  

 

   Tentative Schedule 
   Tokyo 2 Days 
   Kyoto 4 Days—Including Anniversary Celebration 
   Kagoshima 3 Days 
   Kumamoto 1 day 
   Fukuoka 2 Days 
   Hiroshima2 Days 

Detailed schedule will be shared shortly.  Please contact Rev. Shinseki  
(email:  RevHosei@gmail.com or buddhist@wbtemple.org) if you are interested in  
joining the tour.   You may also leave a message at the Temple Office (831-724-7860) 
if that is more convenient for you.  First-come; first-serve.   

Tour will be limited to 30 people 

mailto:jshinseki@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE 

TRI-TEMPLE GOLF TOURNAMENT - August 20, 2022 
  

All skill levels are welcome to sign up and join us for a fun day of golf at  

the beautiful Crazy Horse Ranch Golf Club in Salinas.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking for sponsors from the three temples, so please contact  

your local temple to be a sponsor.  For more information,  

you can email us at centcoasttritemple@gmail.com 
 

Sponsored by Monterey Peninsula Buddhist Temple, Salinas Buddhist  

Temple & Watsonville Buddhist Temple 

Temple  

Fireworks 

Booth 

WE NEED YOU 
 

Date: July 1– July 4 

Time: 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP AT THIS YEAR’S 
FIREWORKS BOOTH 

 

Our Fireworks fund raiser is one of the Temple’s biggest                       
fund raisers and we need your help.  This year’s booth has been                   

reconfigured with distance markers, plastic shielding, disinfectants 
and face masks to help keep everyone safe.  

 

If you cannot help in the booth, you can still support the temple by 
bringing food (individually wrapped is preferred), buying fireworks, 

waving a flag or stopping by and giving your support. 
Please contact Perry or the office so we can schedule your shift or know 

what day you are bringing food for the temple volunteers. 
 

Perry Yoshida @ 831.239.7540 - perryy761@aol.com 
Temple Office @ 831.724.7860 - buddhist@wbtemple.org 

 

Temple Parking Lot 
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The 2022 Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Local Scholarships 
 By Marcia Hashimoto, Victor Kimura and Kenny Kusumoto 

 

Applications are available on the Watsonville JACL Chapter website https://watsonvillesantacruzjacl.com and 
by contacting Marcia Hashimoto at hashi79@sbcglobal.net or (831) 722-6859 (please leave a message with your 
telephone number). The filing deadline is Wednesday, June 15, 2022. 
 

Applicants will apply for scholarships by submitting generic application information that could apply to and sat-
isfy all of the scholarship funds. 
 

The W-SC JACL’s Scholarship Committee will determine, based on factors such as meritorious performance; 
grades; participation in certain social activities and organizations, such as Kokoro no Gakko; level of volunteer-
ism; and length of membership in the JACL, the Watsonville Buddhist Temple, and/or the Westview Presbyteri-
an Church, which applicants receive which scholarships. 
 

All scholarship recipients and their parents must be W-SC JACL, Watsonville Buddhist Temple, and/or 
Westview Presbyterian Church members for a minimum of one year prior to receipt of scholarship. 
 

Since the scholarship awards ceremony usually takes place at the JACL's annual community picnic, which has 
been cancelled for 2022 because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the scholarship awards will either be sent by mail 
or delivered personally. 
 

An announcement for scholarship applications will be included in the Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL newsletter, 

the Watsonville Buddhist Temple’s Ichimi, and the Westview Presbyterian Church’s Chimes. The final determi-
nation of scholarship awards will be made no later than July 10, 2022. 
 

Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship: The Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship Fund was established by 
Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL and Mrs. Keiko Kitayama in memory of her husband, Kee, who was our Wat-
sonville-Santa Cruz JACL chapter president in 1987. Mr. Kitayama worked tirelessly for Redress and Repara-
tions with the Civil Liberties Act of August 10, 1988. The Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship Fund provides 
much needed financial and moral support for our young scholars. It upholds Mr. Kee Kitayama's legacy, encour-
aging our youth in their pursuit of higher education. The Kee Kitayama Memorial Scholarship may be awarded 
to graduating high school seniors to be used towards their college education. 
 

Frank Mito Scholarship: The Frank Mito Scholarship Fund was established by his family to provide financial 
support for local students pursuing higher education goals. Frank Mito was an active supporter of the 
Watsonville Japanese American community, and his scholarship fund was formerly awarded through Kokoro no 
Gakko ("School of the Heart"). The $500 Frank Mito Scholarship may be awarded to a graduating high school 
senior, usually with Kokoro no Gakko participation, and may be additive to other JACL scholarships. 
 

The Rekiso “Ray” and Hisako “Louise” Sako Scholarships: The Rekiso and Hisako Sako Scholarships were 
established in 2012 to help local students who are actively involved with the JACL, Watsonville Buddhist 
Temple, and/or Westview Presbyterian Church in pursuing their higher education goals. Mrs. Sako and the late 
Mr. Sako have been long time members of the JACL and Senior Center, and leaders among the Japanese 
American community. A four-year undergraduate scholarship may be awarded at a maximum of $1,000 per 
year, and may be extended for a maximum of two additional years of graduate studies. This scholarship may be 
applied for at any time, from graduating from high school through completion of a masters degree (maximum of 
$6,000 total). 
 
Please send your completed forms to our Watsonville-Santa Cruz JACL Chapter Scholarship Committee on or 
before Wednesday, June 15, 2022. 
 
The address for applications should be mailed to: 

JACL Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 163 

Watsonville, CA 95077-0163 
 
The scholarship awards will either be mailed or delivered personally. 

about:blank
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 Highlights of Temple Board Meetings – March 1 & April 5, 2022 
  
Minister’s Report:   

-National Minister’s mtg and National Council Mtg/workshops in March 2022; Central CA hosted NCM.  It was 

very successful.  BCA Eitaikyo Service was also held on March 13, 2022 @ 10am. 

-April Hanamatsuri Service on Apr. 3rd with (pre-recorded) Guest Speaker:  Rev. Jerry Hirano, Salt Lake City (1st in-

person service):  good turnout. 

-Buddhist Study Classes finished in late March; approx. 22 students (mostly non-temple members) 

-May 8: Shotsuki/Gotane service @ 10am 

-Tri-Temple tour to Japan in May 2023 is being planned, in conjunction with 850th birthday celebration of birth 

of Shinran Shonin & World BWA Conference.  Interested parties asked to contact Rev. Shinseki or Temple Office.  

First-come, first-serve; tour limited to 30 people. 

-Tri-Temple Golf Tournament being planned for Aug. 20, 2022 in Salinas.   
 

General Business: 

-Dharma Forward Campaign:  A letter will be forthcoming from President Kato to temple congregation. 

-No Hanamatsuri Festival this April 2022.  However, a take-out Hanamatsuri Fundraiser planned for April 16th.  

Over 300 pre-paid orders taken.  There will be no sales on the actual event. 

-Temple Reopening on Sun., April 3rd for first in-person service.  Affiliated organizations will begin to use temple 

facilities as well (e.g. Scouts, Ikenobo classes, Doll Making class, etc.).  COVID protocols established for all to fol-

low. 

-Coast District will be hosting the 2023 National Council Meeting.  Planning is underway. 

-Kokoro No Gakko have tentatively planned to hold a one-week summer program in late June 2022. 

-Fireworks Sales will be held by Temple on July 1-4, 2022. 

-OBON 2022:   A planning committee will be formed to look into the details of what the Temple could possibly  

offer this year.   

-No temple Rummage Sale will be held this year. 

-Levee Clean-up will likely be in early Fall (~Sept).  Still working with City of Watsonville. 

 

 Next Board Meeting:  Tues., May 3, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.  (ZOOM) 

 

 

 

Dear Kokoro no Gakko friends and families:       

  

Registration is now open! Information on the 2022 in-person session, registration form, and payment via  
PayPal can be accessed at http://www.kokoronogakko.org/.  Register by April 24th to help us plan and save 

you money! Registration is $350 per student if registration form and payment is received by April 24th, and $400 

thereafter.  This year Gakko will be held Monday, June 27 through Friday July 1, 2022 and, in addition to  

students who have completed K through 6th grades, is open to 7th and 8th graders who were not able to  

complete Gakko due to the pandemic.  

 

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we work to adapt the program to ongoing needs as 

there may be changes to program details between now and June.  We are so grateful for your involvement in and 

continued support of Kokoro no Gakko!   
Gakko Board of Directors:  Irene Fujii, Tracy Hashimoto, Zooey Diggory Io, Janet Nagamine, Phyllis Nagamine, 

Stu Sakuma, Sean Sheehan, Melissa Eguchi Song 

http://www.kokoronogakko.org/
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 Bring On The Spring 
 

 Watching Winter come and go with barely a hint of rain, 
 Was just an endless waiting game all done in vain. 
 There must be a bit of truth ~ about the global changing, 
 Because the seasons seem to be ~ slowly rearranging 
 
 But Spring will bring a sudden spark to our hidden emotions, 
 Exposing the effervescence of life in robust, living motions. 
 The bubbly, symphonic sounds of nature at an early hour, 
 Will begin our day in a happy way and energy will flower. 
 
 Honey bees, saltwater breeze, and echoes from the seas, 
 Fill the air, and with a flair, waves will waltz with ease. 
 In their own words, young shorebirds sweetly tweet of love, 
 Causing hearts to flutter and fly in a style unheard of. 
 
 In orchards, gardens and planters, buds are eager to burst, 
 Waiting for the sunshine to finally quench its thirst. 
 Farmers fervently striving for a year of abundant yields, 
 Of organic and conventional veggies, apples, and berry fields. 
 
 A deafening roar of the crowd at the crack of the bat, 
 Tells us Baseball By The Bay is definitely where it's at. 
 Anxious kids gearing up for their annual Spring break, 
 Heading for Disneyland ~ or camping by a lake. 
 
 Snowboarders and skiers are sharpening their scope, 
 For a magnificent run down a cool mountain slope. 
 Narrow country roads are crowded with Sunday bikers, 
 And Yosemite is ready for droves of climbers and hikers. 
 
 Hardy hopefuls are still searching for that pot of gold, 
 Playing for Aces in a heavenly oasis called Coarsegold. 
 With a good hand they surely can live a life of pleasure. 
 Life is a delight but very finite; it is ours to treasure. 
 
 The delectable bliss and sweet nectar of Spring, 
 Leaves a good taste on our melodic heartstrings. 
 Do your own thing ~ and have a Spring fling, 
 Winter days are over ~ so bring on the Spring! 

 
                                 janice tao 
                                    (4- 2012) 
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